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If we put in the work we can 
stop the BNP’s election to the 
European Parliament 


Patrick Harrington's Solidarity 
has few members and 
hardly any activity 


The BNP’s Lee Barnes wants 
to stop teaching children 
leleleimani=m ale) (ere-[ecve 


HB arcu-lavelerel esi ice | iam ar-y4| 
march in Salem was the 
smallest in its history 


Visit the Searchlight Magazine website 
to access articles from the latest and 
previous issues of the magazines. 


YF ledimellia-leqilhV-nielaiiiielgutldcelimely 
fascism and racism in Britain and 
internationally. Historical features, 
interviews and much more. 

Boe ilekeia-lelimiriatiiunertie-lice| 
present visit 
AWAWAS-rclediliceliaurlerr4iit-meel in) 


13 The BNP in 2008 David Williams reviews the BNP’s 
mixed fortunes over the past year 


16 Profiles of key organisers 
18 BNP activity 2008 


20 The wilder shores of British fascism Simon Cressy 


and Gerry Gable examine the far-right groups beyond 
the BNP 


26 Belgium Nazi terrorists face prosecution; 


Three National Fronts for Wallonia, by Wim Haelsterman 


27 United in Serbia examines rise of far-right 
extremism by Sarabjit Singh 


28 Sweden Nazis fail to answer call to show “Nordic 
courage”, by Mikael Ekman 


29 Sweden's biggest nazi party gives itself a respray; 
Bonehead nazi killers jailed (Russia); Nazi tries to kill 
police chief (Germany) 


30 France Lille house of hate, by Taz 


31 Germany New police raid on the NPD, by Jens Brandt 


32 Israel Anti-Islam conference in Jerusalem, 
by Jean-Yves Camus 


32 Italy Nazis exploit internet freedom to promote hate, 
by Alfio Bernabei 


33 Dresden Stop the biggest nazi march in Europe! 
International appeal from GehDenken and United 


34 Russia Top fascist attacked after street meeting, 
by Ulyana Bobrova 


lf you would like to st 


Searchlight, pleas 


Never Again 

The conviction of Theoneste Bagosora for his 
involvement in the Rwandan genocide is an 
important step forward in helping that country 
move on from the appalling events that ripped 
Rwanda apart 15 years ago. Bagosora led the 
committee that masterminded the genocide, 
which eventually led to the deaths of 900,000 
people, one in ten of the population. 

Welcome though his life sentence is, events in 
East Africa threaten to repeat history. Rwandan 
rebels have caused the deaths of thousands in the 
Democratic Republic of Congo. Ugandan rebels 
are also fighting from inside Congo, while the 
International Criminal Court recently called for 
the prosecution of Sudanese rebel leaders for their 
part in a ongoing conflict that has caused the 
deaths of hundreds of thousands of people. 

This month Britain marks Holocaust Memorial 
Day. In April the world will commemorate the 
15th anniversary of the Rwandan genocide. World 
leaders, including those across the political divide 
in Britain, will echo those immortal words, 
Never Again. If these words are to mean anything 
then everyone will reflect on what is happening 
around the world and question whether they are 
doing enough to ensure these tragedies will not be 
repeated. That means the British Government 
rethink its decision not to support an EU mission 
in Congo. That also means that some world 
leaders rethink their campaign to suspend a 
possible prosecution of the Sudanese President 


Omar al-Bashir. 


BNP shows its bigotry 
It should be no surprise that as we remember those 
killed in the Holocaust and genocide the BNP 
pours cold water on such events. As a party whose 
progress has been hampered by the Holocaust, the 
BNP has a particular interest in not wanting people 
to reflect on the horrors perpetrated by the Nazis. 
But remember we will. As we approach the 
European election we will be reminding people of 
Nick Griffin’s Holocaust denial outbursts. We will 
also be highlighting how a vote for the BNP is a 
vote for some of the most ardent racists, nazis and 
antisemites across Europe. 


Review 

The decision by the Crown Prosecution Service 
not to view the Racism Cuts Both Ways pamphlet 
as an incitement to racial hatred is both erroneous 
and politically dangerous. At a time of rising 
racism and fear as a consequence of the economic 
downturn, we are likely to see far more racist 
material from an emboldened BNP. This might 
not affect lawyers pontificating in their offices but 
their inaction will be played out on the streets and 
in our communities. ~= 


By Nick Lowles or several years the British 
National Party has done well 
despite itself. Bearing in mind 
the quality of many of its local 

organisers and the poor performance of 

some of its elected councillors, it is 
amazing that the party has achieved the 

limited success it has. There is also a 

case for saying that the BNP should 

have done better. Given the wider 
political environment it could be argued 
that the BNP has underperformed, 
especially considering that in most of 
the areas it initially broke through — 

Sandwell, Bradford, Kirklees and 

Oldham - the party hardly exists on the 

ground any more. 

This coming year could be very 
different. We are only just beginning to 
feel the effects of the economic 
downturn. There is far more and worse 
to come. At the moment many people, 
particularly in social groups C2DE, 
which have provided the BNP with the 
bulk of its voting base, appear to be 
returning to Labour, probably in the 
hope that the Government can save 
them from the worst consequences of 
the economic decline. But as the 
recession goes on, and people lose their 
jobs and homes, so the anger will grow. 
Much of it will be directed at the 
Government but some will be directed 


Regions under threat 
The percentages represent 
the vote the BNP needs to be 
guaranteed of getting an 
MEP elected 
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at migrant workers and immigrants 
who will increasingly be blamed for 
taking jobs. 

Politically the European election offers 
the chance for the BNP to break out of 
the fringes. A single MEP could deliver 
the BNP with as much as £250,000 a 
year in salaries, resources and office costs, 
and unlike the useless UK Independence 
Party, the BNP is likely to make this 
money work for the party. 

The BNP only needs a slight 
improvement on its 2004 vote to get 
there. In the North West, where party 
leader Nick Griffin is standing, the 
BNP only needs to add 2% to the 2004 
vote of 6.4% to be virtually guaranteed a 
seat. In Yorkshire and The Humber and 
the West Midlands the BNP needs only 
a slightly bigger increase to secure seats. 

There are several other factors going 
in the BNP’s favour. In 2004 the 
turnout was boosted by all-out council 
elections in most of the West Midlands 
and North on the same day. In four 
regions the elections were all-postal 
ballots. These factors helped boost voter 
turnout from a paltry 20.2% in 1999 to 
42% in 2004. 

In addition, the last European 
election was dominated by the political 
success of the UKIP. The anti-EU party 
won 16.2% of the national vote, gaining 
12 MEPs. After a succession of high 
profile splits, embarrassing gaffes and 
little activity, the UKIP is now a shadow 
of its former self. A collapse of the 
UKIP means leaves huge numbers of 
anti-European votes up for grabs and as 
a result raises the BNP threat beyond its 
three key regions. The East Midlands, 
where the UKIP polled 26%, and the 
East of England (19%) suddenly come 
into play. 

And then, of course, there is the 
economic downturn. 

. Of course, nothing can be taken for 
granted and there is still everything to 
play for. On several occasions in recent 
years we have been pleasantly surprised 
by the BNP’s failure to make expected 
breakthroughs. This year might be no 
different. The bulk of the UKIP vote is 
likely to switch to the Conservatives, 
who are also likely to be able to turn out 


be counted 


their own core vote more successfully 
than in 2004. Likewise, with a general 
election looming, an increased Labour 
effort might encourage its vote to come 
out, though the party underperforms in 
European elections. 

What is certain though is that no- 
thing can be left to chance. The honest 
truth is the European election generally 
motivates those who are really con- 
cerned about the European Union, and 
in Britain the bulk of those are totally 
opposed. Turnout will be far lower than 
in 2004, meaning every vote counts. 
As a result, our most important job is to 
turn the voters out, and we need to use 
the BNP threat to do this. 

In the North West we are already 
witnessing a massive increase in interest 
in the European election because of 
Griffin standing. The HOPE not hate 
campaign has almost 3,000 signed-up 
supporters. Unions, the Labour Party, the 
Liberal Democrats and the Greens have 
also indicated interest in the campaign. 

To prevent Griffin from becoming an 
MEP we must turn this interest into 
energy and action. We will only stop 
him by building the biggest anti-BNP 
campaign to date, one that combines 
enthusiasm and activity with targeting 
and utilising modern technology. 

Of course, our best laid plans could 
unravel if there is an early general 
election. A February or April election 
would divert resources and activism and 
make it a lot harder to mobilise people 
again a few months later. 

The BNP, on the other hand, would 
relish a general election. It must believe 
that its vote is more motivated to come 
out in the European election, certainly 
its activists will redouble their efforts 
understanding the prize within their 
grasp, and any general election would be 


a useful stepping stone towards 
increasing local activity and raising the 
party’s profile. 


In the event of a general election we 
could see as many as 200 BNP 
candidates. While the European 
election will always be the BNP’s top 
priority the chance to get a free mail 
shot, party political broadcast and key 
wards leafleted will not be missed. 

The targeted constituencies will be 
Dagenham & Rainham, Barking, 
Stoke-on-Trent Central, Stoke-on- 
Trent South and Morley & Outwood. 
In each of these Labour-held 
constituencies the BNP will push for 
strong votes. In these areas in the 2008 
local and London elections, the BNP 
gained more votes than Labour or was 
not too far behind. It will also expect to 
do well in Thurrock, where Griffin was 
going to stand if there had been an 
election in 2007, Rotherham, Amber 
Valley and Burnley. 

Obviously general elections are quite 
different from local elections but the 
BNP is building up a loyal and hard 
voting base. The Tories have most to 
fear from the BNP at a general election 
as any vote that goes to the BNP is 
one fewer anti-Labour vote for them. 
There are a number of key marginals, 
Dagenham: included, where a strong 
BNP vote could prevent the 
Conservatives from taking a seat. 

While most of the focus in the 
coming months will be on the European 
and perhaps a general election, it is 
vitally important that we redouble our 
efforts in the local authorities where the 
BNP is strong. Just as long-term and 
intense campaigning helped drive BNP 
support down in Oldham, Kirklees, 
Bradford and Sandwell, so we must now 
pay extra attention to Nuneaton & 


Bedworth, Amber Valley, North West 
Leicestershire, Pendle and Thurrock to 
name a few. 

Most worrying is Stoke-on-Trent. 
While there are no local elections this 
year it is still possible, perhaps probable, 
that the BNP will become a minority 
partner in a coalition by June. Not only 
would this be a first in Britain, it would 
provide the BNP with a perfect 
platform to launch its bid to become the 
largest party on Stoke-on-Trent council 
in 2010. 

The elections next year also loom large 
over Barking & Dagenham, where the 
BNP is already the official opposition 
with 12 councillors. If we are to prevent 
the BNP from winning more seats, or 
even becoming the largest party on the 
council, the work must be done now. 

The BNP is posing an increasingly 
serious threat and amid an economic 
downturn its message of blame and 
hatred is likely to find a growing 
audience. It is easy to blame others for the 
BNP’s rise or use wider political 
disillusionment as an excuse for inactivity. 
If we are worried about the rise of the 
BNP then there is a job to be done by all 
of us, wherever we live in the country. 

There is no point in wringing our 
hands after the event or pointing the 
finger of blame at others if we ourselves 
have done nothing. We are standing at a 
political crossroads and if we do not 
want the BNP to break into the political 
mainstream, as much of the far right has 
done across western Europe, then the 
time for action is now. 

It is not going to be easy and we are 
intervening against a deteriorating 
economic climate, but as has been 
proved time and time again locally, if 
we put in the hard work we can 
be successful. << 
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HOPE not hate is calling a trade union day of action on Friday 15 
May as part of the campaign to prevent the BNP from winning 
seats in the European election. Our intention is to get hundreds 
of union branches engaging in some activity on this day in what 
will easily be the biggest show of opposition to fascism by trade 
unions in recent years. 

The greatest strength of unions is their members, so on Union 
Friday we will be encouraging union branches to target their 
members. Where this is not possible, we will be urging branches 
to carry out an activity in their neighbourhood. 

To support Union Friday and join the campaign against the BNP 


visit: www.hopenothate.org.uk/unionfriday 


To support Union Friday get your union branch to pass this 
motion. 


Model motion 


This branch believes that the British National Party 
is a racist and fascist organisation. It spreads hatred 
and division through racist scapegoating and lies. 
The BNP represents the complete opposite to the 
ethos of trade unionism. We stand for solidarity and 


believe we are stronger when we stand together. 
The BNP seeks to divide people on racial, religious 
and national lines and this would automatically 
reduce our collective strength and make us weaker. 
We fully support the HOPE not hate campaign and 


resolve to get involved in Union Friday and affiliate 
to Trade Union Friends of Searchlight. 
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Return to: HOPE not hate, PO Box 1576 Ilford IG5 ONG i 
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Weare supporting TUFS 


(With the economy deteriorating, 

it is more important than ever that 
we prevent the BNP from 
spreading its racist poison. 

I wholeheartedly support the 
HOPE not hate campaign and 
would urge all branches to 
affiliate to Trade Union 
Friends of Searchlight. 2» 

Dave Prentis 
y | Unison, General Secretary 


(6 The need to organise against the 
fascists will never go away and so 
GMB will continue its work with 
Trade Union Friends of Searchlight 
and continue its total opposition 
and intolerance to all forms 

of hatred and cruelty 
towards people. 
Paul Kenny 
GMB, General Secretary 


“6 Unite and Searchlight have 
worked well together on the Hope 
Not Hate community-based 
campaigns. I would encourage our 
branches to affiliate to Trade Union 
ke Friends of Searchlight 
and join the local campaigns 
to beat the BNP. J) 
Derek Simpson Unite, 
Joint General Secretary 


\s The activities of the BNP and the 
far right prey on fear and insecurity 
and seek to divide working people 
against each other — and at a time of 
economic crisis, it is more vital than 
ever to counter their vile propaganda 
and efforts to win votes. Searchlight 
has long played a crucial role in 
exposing the true nature of racism 
and fascism and the activities of the 
BNP and other far-right groups. 
Trade Union Friends of Searchlight is 
a vital link that helps Searchlight to 
maintain that vital role, and it 
is important that union 
branches affiliate and give it 
all the practical help and ‘ 


assistance they can. 1» 


Bob Crow 
RMT, General Secretary y K i 


Pressure grows on Attorney General 
as BNP targets school children 


by Nick Lowles 


ressure is growing on the 
authorities to review their 
decision not to take action 
against the British National 
Party for its Racism Cuts Both Ways 
campaign. An Early Day Motion, 
signed by Labour, Conservative, Liberal 
Democrat and Plaid Cymru MPs, was 
accompanied by a letter to the Home 
Secretary and the Attorney General 
demanding that the BNP initiative be 
deemed an incitement to racial hatred. 

These moves came as the BNP issued 
a fundraising appeal with the specific 
intention of distributing its Racism Cuts 
Both Ways racist pamphlet to secondary 
school children. “From now on we'll 
[be] turning up outside secondary 
schools and sixth form colleges just as 
they close for the day ... now we've got 
the means to reach out and grab them 
[young people]” promised the BNP in 
an appeal for more money to carry on 
the campaign after the schools reopen 
in January. 

The Racism Cuts Both Ways 
initiative claims to highlight anti-white 
racism. In an introduction to the 
RCBW section of the BNP website, 
party leader Nick Griffin called it the 
“silent epidemic of racist targeting of 
indigenous Britons”. 

In the opening address of the 
pamphlet, Griffin went further. 
“The vast majority of the real racism 
that scars Britain involves white victims 
from the indigenous community. 
Whether you are English, Scots, 
Welsh, Irish or from Ulster, being white 
makes you a target, being white means 
you are guilty.” 

To back up his claims the BNP listed 
167 people who it says are the victims of 
anti-white racist murders. 

Last month Searchlight proved that 
this was nothing more than a crude 
attempt to whip up racial tensions and 
fears. Fewer than ten of the cited cases 
had any clear racial motivation. Some of 


the killers turned out to be white and 
others were part of mixed race groups, 
including whites, but the BNP only 
focused on the white victims and black 
perpetrators. 

In some cases it was the victim who 
was racist, most notably Keith Brown, a 
BNP activist who was killed by his 
neighbour, Habib Khan, in July 2007 
after a sustained racial campaign by 
Brown, his family and friends. 

After a complaint from Liverpool 
City councillors Merseyside police 
arrested 13 BNP supporters for 
distributing the Racism Cuts Both Ways 
pamphlet. They were released on police 
bail while the CPS considered whether 
to charge them. 

It appears that the local CPS felt the 
pamphlet raised racial tension but did 
not incite racial hatred, but fearing a 
local political backlash they passed the 
files to the CPS in London for a second 
opinion. It concurred and the case was 
dropped, though not without much 
anger within Merseyside Police. 

The day after the arrests the BNP 
announced a “Day of Action” in 
Liverpool city centre to support the 13 
the following Saturday, 29 November. 
A national mobilisation attracted just 
120 supporters, far fewer than the 500 
anti-fascists who had gathered in a 
counter-protest earlier that day 
organised by the Merseyside Coalition 
Against Racism. Thousands of specially 
designed HOPE not hate leaflets were 
distributed and dozens of people signed 
up to the anti-BNP campaign. 

The only sour note on the day was the 
duplicity of the police. Despite making 
promises that the BNP would not be 
allowed into the city centre, and indeed 
at one point claiming that the fascists 
had not even turned up, hundreds of 
police officers were deployed to protect 
the BNP as it rallied in the middle of 
the city. BNP supporters were even 
allowed to distribute the same 


pamphlets on the very site where the 
13 were arrested the previous week, 
after the CPS decision not to charge the 
13. was announced that morning. 
By this time the anti-fascist protest had 
ended and several people were isolated 
and cornered by fascists. 

Despite the initial refusal of the CPS 
to take action the campaign is not over. 
Politicians of all parties have signed 
a letter to the Attorney General, 
Baroness Scotland, asking her to 
reconsider. This has been given added 
momentum with the news that the 
BNP intends to target secondary school 
children with the material. ~<a 


Racism cuts both ways 
Dont let the BNP 


divide our communities 


For more information on the 
Racism Cuts Both Ways campaign 
and how you can take action, visit 
www.racismcutsbothways.org.uk. 
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‘Unacceptable practices’ and constitutional 
breaches in BNP’s pretend trade union 


An official investigation into the finances of the BNP’s pretend trade union revealed 
that Solidarity had breached its constitution in the appointment of auditors and 
operated “unacceptable” financial procedures. Sonia Gable looks at what the Inspector 
saw and the equally interesting matters that were outside his terms of reference. 


SOLIDARITY, the British National 
Party’s attempt to form “one big union’, 
ended 2007 with just 124 members 
according to its annual return and 
accounts published late last year. 
The documents also show that the 
pretend trade union did virtually 
nothing for them. 

The accounts reveal that Solidarity 
spent just £224 on benefits for 
members, with 47,818 going on 
“administrative expenses”. That 4224 
consisted of £200 on legal fees and £24 
on “travel to hearing”, understood to be 
on behalf of Mark Walker, who was 
suspended from his teaching post in 
March 2007 following allegations that 
he had accessed adult pornography 
websites at school. 

Mark Walker is a member of 
Solidarity’s seven-strong executive and 
brother of the union’s president, Adam 
Walker, also a teacher who has lost his 
job. The BNP falsely claimed Mark 
Walker had been suspended because of 
his BNP membership and tried to turn 
him into a cause célébre. 

Solidarity often boasts about the 
work it does representing members who 
have grievances with their employers, 
but Mark Walker appears to be virtually 
the only person the organisation has 
represented in the past two years. 

At the end of 2007 Solidarity set up a 
“Mark Walker Appeal Fund”, which it 
claimed had raised 41,200 before 
Christmas. Cheques had to be made 
payable to Solidarity, so it is strange that 
the 2007 accounts contain no trace 
whatsoever of it. At 31 December 2007 
the union had a balance of 4217 in its 
general fund and no specific funds of 
any nature. Was the £1,200 a lie or are 
the accounts incorrect? 

Despite its uselessness, Solidarity 
apparently managed a surge in 


recruitment in the first nine days of 
2008, at least according to its bulletin 
issued on 9 January 2008, which stated: 


“we now have over 200 members”. 
Recruitment must have slowed later as 
at the February annual conference it 
reported 211 members and in June 2008 
it claimed to be recruiting two to six 
people a week. With the amount of 
praise Solidarity gets on the BNP 
website, it is odd that BNP members are 
not sufficiently convinced to join up. 

The June 2008 bulletin was the last 
one issued. Presumably the union did 
not see any further need to inform its 
members by such means, even after 
publication of the list of BNP 
names and addresses and consequent 
potential threat to some members’ 
employment. It issued two press 
releases, one promising to defend BNP 
members’ rights and urging them to 
join up, and another advising them 
to join Solidarity before their own 
union expelled them. 

Inconsistencies and lies are, of course, 
nothing new in the BNP and its various 
front organisations. For several months in 
2008 Solidarity was under investigation 
by the trade union Certification Office 
following a series of allegations by Clive 
Potter, Solidarity’s former president. 
Potter had been ousted by the union’s 
general secretary Patrick Harrington, 
a close friend of Nick Griffin, the 
BNP leader, after their dispute came to 
a head last summer. The union had 
split, with both factions claiming to be 
the real Solidarity. 

The report found that Solidarity had 
breached its own rules in not appointing 
professional auditors for its 2006 
and 2007 accounts. It also found 
“unacceptable practices” regarding the 
payment of travel expenses to officers 
and an “absence of any structured records 
for petty cash during the first year of 


the union’s existence”. However there - 


was “no evidence of personal dishonesty 
or systematic maladministration of 
members’ money,” concluded Gerard 
Walker, assistant certification officer. 


The conclusion hardly justified a 
Solidarity press release headed “Union 
vindicated in Certification Office 
Report”, which delighted in quoting the 
Inspector's justified criticism of Potter: 
“T have no doubt that those bringing the 
allegations that I have investigated were 
more concerned with progressing this 
power struggle than the actual issues 
relating to process and compliance”. 
In fact neither side in the unresolved 
Solidarity dispute has come out of the 
investigation well. 

The inspector was hampered by the 
fact that his terms of reference excluded 
the dispute. This made it difficult to 
draw conclusions, he acknowledged, 
because many of Potter’s allegations 
arose out of this dispute. 

One of Potter's complaints concerned 
three withdrawals by Harrington from 
Solidarity’s bank account in September 
2007 of £1,000, £600 and £500, very 
large sums compared to Solidarity’s 
income. Harrington explained he had 
acted in accordance with instructions 
at an executive meeting, one of the 
meetings that Potter claims was not 
legitimate. “I reach no conclusion as to 
whether Mr Harrington acted 
improperly in making the withdrawals 
from the HSBC account,” said the 
inspector, though he found “no evidence 
to establish that the money withdrawn 
by Mr Harrington has been used for an 
improper purpose.” 

HSBC was much more ready to 
accept Potter’s version of events and 
repaid the 42,600 on 21 or 26 
November 2007, depending on 
whether one reads the Inspector's 
report or Solidarity’s accounts. 
This sum has been excluded from the 
bank balance at 31 December 2007. 
The auditors’ report states coyly: “The 
Union has stated that they do not 
understand the actions of the bank in 
paying this money into their account as 
they have no entitlement to it”. 


THE BRITISH WORKERS’ WV 


Mr Walker also looked into the 
appointment of Accentuate PR to 
provide public relations services to the 
union. Potter had pointed out that 
Accentuate is run by Graham 
Williamson, Harrington's close political 
colleague in the leadership of the tiny 
Third Way organisation. 

He concluded that the appointment 
did not breach Solidarity’s rules as 
Harrington and David Kerr, another 
Solidarity executive member who also 
helps run Third Way, had declared their 
connection. He did question whether 
Solidarity needed a PR company and 
whether it was getting value for money 
from the association with Accentuate. 
However it was not within his terms of 
reference but was “an issue for the 
Solidarity Executive” and the union’s 
membership. 

Since the Solidarity executive is firmly 
under the control of Third Way and the 
BNP acting under Griffin's instructions, 
it is hardly likely to question the 
appointment. The inspector probably 
also did not appreciate just how little 
Accentuate PR actually does. Solidarity 
and Third Way are its only clients and 
the page on its website giving details of 
its latest work has not been updated for 
several months, not an omission one 
would expect from a genuine public 
relations company. 

Although Solidarity’s rules required 
professional auditors, the inspector 
noted Harrington’s claim that it was 
Potter who had asked him to find lay 
auditors to save the cost of paying a firm 
of accountants. Harrington also said 
Potter had been happy with the 
choice of G D Lindley, a barrister, 
and Kenny Smith, the BNP’s former 
administration officer, who was expelled 
from the party during last winter’s 
rebellion. Solidarity had breached its 
rules, he concluded, but the breach had 
not been deliberate and the union 
had not contravened statutory provisions 


on the appointment of trade union 


auditors, which exclude various 
categories of people too closely 
connected to the union or its officers. 

When the Inspector interviewed 
Harrington in July 2008, the 2007 
accounts had not been audited. 
Harrington told Mr Walker that 
Solidarity had intended to appoint 
Silver & Co, the auditors of the BNP 
accounts, but was instead exploring the 
cheaper option of appointing lay 
auditors again and was changing the 
union rules to make this possible. 

That expression of intent was enough 
to satisfy the Inspector, who clearly 
never bothered to check. The Solidarity 
constitution still requires the 
appointment of professional auditors 
and could not have been changed in 
time for the 2007 audit because 
Solidarity has not had an annual 
conference since last February. Even if 
one grants Harrington the benefit of 
the doubt that his breach of Solidarity’s 
rules over the appointment of the 2006 
auditors was not deliberate, the same 
cannot be said about the 2007 breach, 
after Harrington's statement. 

The 2006 lay auditors were at least 
independent of Solidarity’s officers, 
though not independent of the BNP, 
and at least one of them was a 
professional person. In contrast the 
2007 accounts were audited by Andrea 
Whelpdale,, described as a catering 


(left) Mark Walker 
(right) Patrick Harrington 


assistant, and Norma Walker, retired, 
both of Spennymoor, the location of 
Solidarity’s PO Box address. 


Their independence must be 
doubtful. Norma Walker's surname is 
no coincidence; she is Adam Walker’s 
mother, and Whelpdale, who has stood 
as a BNP candidate, is a friend of 
Adam Walker. And it is very unlikely 
they wrote the audit report, which 
closely mirrors the Inspector’s findings 
and is aimed at giving the impression 
that Solidarity has tightened up its 
financial procedures. 

Breaching its own rules is nothing 
new for Solidarity. The Constitution 
states: “There shall be an Annual 
Conference of delegates and an 
Executive Council elected at Annual 
Conference”. That is not what 
happened last time. The election took 
place in November 2007 and the 
Annual Conference at the end of 
February 2008. 

Strangely the “independent 
scrutineer” for that election stated that 
149 ballot papers were distributed. 
Presumably several members left the 
union between the election and the end 
of 2007. 

As for Potter, he seems to have given 
up the fight to maintain his own version 
of Solidarity. Its website has vanished 
and there is no sign of activity. 
A BNP front is nothing when the BNP 
withdraws its support. ~_ 
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Day School builds campaign 


by Bob Brown and Jason Hunter 


THE HOPE NOT HATE campaign 2009 received a huge 
boost at Searchlight’s day school in Manchester. On 29 
November over a hundred delegates from 23 different 
local authority areas across the North West met to 
look ahead to the challenges posed by the far right in 
the European election. Hosted by Unison at its 
regional centre, delegates from community groups, 
trade unions, faith communities and others heard 
what Searchlight is planning to do to face down the 
British National Party. With Nick Griffin, the BNP leader, 
now confirmed as the top BNP candidate in the North 
West, this year’s fight will be tougher than ever. 

The day school opened with an overview of the HOPE 
not hate strategy for 2009. A key plank of this year’s 
activity will be the internet campaign being run by Blue 
State Digital, the same group that handled Barack 
Obama's online campaign. Delegates were asked to 

- gather as many supporters as possible to sign up to this 
campaign. The target was 3,000 by the New Year and by 
mid-December we were well on the way to achieve it. 

Anyone who signs up will receive regular news 

bulletins on where the campaign is at, details 
of events and days of action in their area and 
advice on how to get involved in local 
groups. We are also planning some big 
regional events closer to election day to 
_ maximise publicity. As in recent years, the 
Daily Mirror will be involved in producing 
»/ a special leaflet and sponsoring the 
campaign bus. 

Arlene McCarthy MEP was the first 
invited speaker to give’ her 
perspective on the challenges 
ahead. Drawing on her first-hand 
experience of dealing with 
g the far right in Europe, 
~ Arlene highlighted the 
resurgence of far-right groups 
and the near collapse of the UK 
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Arlene McCarthy MEP 


Unison supports Union Friday 
UNISON BECAME the first national 


Lowles, who addressed the 


Independence Party as key challenges. If the BNP 
does win one of the seats in the North West, it will 
have access to groups and structures in the EU that 
are becoming a real political threat. The low profile of 
the UKIP may send many voters towards the BNP. 

Afzal Khan, a Labour member on Manchester 
City Council, was the next to share his experience 
with the audience. Afzal highlighted the fact that 
there are swaths of voters out there to whom we 
can spread our message. He offered practical 
advice on how to get support from community 
leaders and religious groups. He stressed that the 
voting system in Europe is a different challenge for 
us, being used to first-past-the-post. We need to 
look at untapped areas of support this time round 
to raise the turnout and reduce the chances of the 
BNP winning a seat. 

Other contributors to the day school explained 
how they had run _ their campaigns locally. 
Colleagues from Keighley showed how they had 
taken on the BNP politically and demonstrated their 
ineffectiveness and hollow promises by engaging 
with the communities involved and not talking 
down to them or making assumptions about who 
they support. The Oldham group offered their 
experience of organising days of action and 
leafleting teams in the run-up to elections. We have 
already had positive feedback and requests for 
assistance from new groups. 

Delegates were left in no doubt that the campaign 
starts now. This year we need to do more than ever. 
We need to identify the key players in our 
communities and engage with them. If you need 
speakers, get in touch via the website. We need to 
spread the word as wide as possible. The web is good 
for this but we shouldn't forget union meetings, 
neighbourhood meetings and faith group activities as 
ideal opportunities to encourage voters to turn out. 

An initial success of the event was the formation of 
several new HOPE not hate groups and 22 meetings 
planned for the New Year across the North West. —<l 


GPF 


regions are going to be encouraged to 


union officially to support Union Friday. 
At a policy committee and subsequent 
general purposes and finance commit- 
tee, the union backed Searchlight’s call 
for a day of action in which unions will 
target their own members. 

“A union’s strongest asset is its 
membership,” said Searchlight’s Nick 


meeting. “If a union can encourage its 
membership to turn out in numbers 
then we are half way to victory.” 

He made his point with statistics 
showing that almost one in eight of all 
voters in the North West are in or 
connected to someone who is in Unison. 

As a result of the vote Unison 


participate in the day, scheduled for 
15 May. In the North West, plans are 
now being drawn up to get at least half 
of the region’s branches and over 1,000 


. activists involved in the day. 


If this can be replicated in other 
regions and across other unions then it 
will truly be a huge day of action. 


Midlands 
Target 5,000 


THE HOPE NOT HATE campaign is joining forces 
with Midlands TUC to mobilise union and community 
support for June’s European election. 

Midlands HOPE not hate will work in the West and 
East Midlands to help encourage voters opposed to the 
BNP to turn out on election day. The campaign is 
supported by the regional TUC and several trade unions. 

The organisers intend to combine traditional 
workplace and community campaigning with 
harnessing new technology. A speaking tour of the 
region is currently being organised by the HOPE not 
hate team and a day school is planned. 

Online campaigning will be a leading component of 
the work, with the campaign team setting themselves a 
target of 2,000 registered supporters by the end of 
February. This will hopefully build to at least 5,000 by 
election day, though of course the aim is to get 
substantially more. 

Much of the focus will be on turning out the vote in 
the cities, such as Birmingham, Leicester, 
Wolverhampton and Nottingham. However, work will 
also be done in smaller towns including Shrewsbury, 
Northampton and Burton. 

A number of activities are being planned in areas of 
strong BNP support to coincide with Holocaust 
Memorial Day. A special HOPE not hate leaflet will 
highlight the true nature of the BNP leadership and 
their appalling Holocaust denial views. 


South West 
A thousand to one 


THE HOPE NOT HATE network is proud to 
announce the formation of Searchlight South West. 
Backed by the South West TUC, SSW has already 
gained the support of the main unions in the region and 
community groups. 

The recent leaked BNP list shows there are 
675 members or former members of the far-right party 
in the region, compared to 650,000 trade unionists. 

Now the SSW has warned the BNP it will use its 
numerical superiority to campaign against the party in 
future elections. 

Tim Lezard, Chair of the South West TUC and co- 
convenor of SSW, said: “Whenever and wherever BNP 
members go out on the street to deliver their message of 
intolerance and hate, we'll be right behind them 
delivering our message of hope and tolerance”. 

John Drake, Regional Secretary of the Fire Brigades 
Union and co-convenor of SSW, added: “Unlike the 
BNP, our hundreds of thousands of members believe in 
a world of fairness and equality. As this pathetic list 
shows: there are many, many more of us than them.” 

Tim Lezard, who is also a freelance journalist, accused 
the BNP of “staggering hypocrisy” after the party 
claimed the publication of the lists breached its privacy. 

“As someone who, along with fellow journalists and 
other trade unionists who have spoken the truth about 
the BNP, has found my photograph and details pasted 
all over a neo-nazi website, I’m still waiting for a single 
word of condemnation from the BNP about this gross 
breach of my privacy.” 
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BNP officer 
calls for end to 
Holocaust 
education 


A CABINET OFFICE report 
aimed at increasing the social 
mobility of underperforming 
white working class boys has 
elicited an astonishing attack 

on Holocaust education from Lee Barnes (pictured), 
the deranged British National Party “legal eagle”. 

Using his finely honed legal mind Barnes has a very 
simple solution to raising the aspirations of white 
working class youths. He demands that the “retards” - 
the “middle class white liberal PC brainwashed 
drones” for whom Barnes blames most of society's ills 
-"stop teaching white children about the Holocaust”. 

For good measure Barnes adds that that white 
children should not be taught about slavery “though 
of course not white slavery under Rome and Islam” or 
racism, except to be indoctrinated with the BNP lie 
that “white kids ... are the primary victims of racism”. 

Quite how Barnes, who commands the respect of 
the BNP leader Nick Griffin, imagines such measures 
would bridge the “aspiration gap” is hard to fathom. 
Such a noxious brew of political indoctrination and 
enforced ignorance would only disadvantage white 
working class children further by lowering their 
horizons and limiting their potential educational 
achievements. But such is the BNP’s view of education. 

Barnes's views are by no means unrepresentative, 
however. 

Ken Booth, a former National Front member 
appointed as the BNP’s North East organiser, wrote to 
the Northern Echo in 2007 complaining about the 
Holocaust Education Trust's acclaimed programme of 
taking school children on educational visits to 
Auschwitz, claiming that it was “racist” because it 
omitted other forms of politically motivated genocide. 
Booth said the BNP did not deny the Holocaust but 
then turned his statement on its head by claiming that 
the party refused to believe the “official figures” and 
did not recognise the “authenticity” of the buildings at 
Auschwitz. He concluded by attacking Auschwitz as a 
moneymaking venture comparable to “Disneyland”. 

Holocaust denial goes right to the top of the BNP. 
Griffin himself once declared: “| am well aware that 
the orthodox opinion is that 6 million Jews were 
gassed and cremated or turned into lamp shades. 
Orthodox opinion also once held that the earth is flat 

| have reached the conclusion that the 
‘extermination’ tale is a mixture of Allied wartime 
propaganda, extremely profitable lie and latter 
witch-hysteria.’ 

Barnes, Booth and their ilk object so vehemently to 
Holocaust education precisely because of the moral 
repulsion these horrors generate, the legacy of which 
has been one of the principal factors hindering the 
resurrection of the far right since 1945. 
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Griffin postpones 
Australian tour 


By Matthew Collins 


AS 2008 DREW to a close the news arrived that Nick 
Griffin, the BNP leader, had postponed his Christmas 
speaking tour of Australia. 

Since the BNP first announced Griffin’s plans to visit the 
country last year, Searchlight has received a steady flow of 
enquiries not only from the Australian media, but from 
hundreds of Australian activists and trade unionists seeking 
Searchlight’s help with campaigning to stop Griffin's visit. 

In Britain, thousands of trade unionists and antifascist 
campaigners took advantage of Searchlight’s postcard campaign, 
inundating the Australian High Commission in London with our 
“He’s Not Fair Dinkum” postcards, while in Australia seasoned 
antiracist and antifascist campaigners from the Jewish community 
and the Fight dem back organisation joined with other faith 
groups and concerned organisations to pressure Chris Evans, the 
Australian Minister for Immigration, to deny Griffin an entry visa. 

One of the organisations with which Searchlight is working 
closely is the Catalyst group, a democratic campaign 
organisation that works with the Australian trade union 
movement. Catalyst’s spokesperson, Jo-anne Schofield, told 
Searchlight that she had never heard of Griffin or the BNP, but 
within days of working alongside others fighting to stop Griffin's 
visit, she felt it was “one of the most valuable and important 
campaigns” she and Catalyst had ever undertaken. 

Catalyst organised for several hundred emails to be sent to 
Evans through its website, while Fight dem back delivered 
intelligence to media organisations on the true nature of some of 
the people Griffin wanted to visit as well as undertaking a poster 
campaign on Australian university campuses. 

Last September, Searchlight met with representatives of the 
Australian Labor Party, including its General Secretary, to press 
for Griffin's visa application to be refused. 

In November, the Australian Minister for Immigration 
issued a press release stating that Griffin would have to satisfy 
the Character Test, a test that Searchlight suggested would be 
“worthless” if Griffin did manage to pass it. 

In December, the BNP announced the visit had been 
“put off”, news that made many people relieved and satisfied. 
Across the board, political and religious organisations are still 
campaigning on behalf of all decent Australians who want to 
keep the messenger of hate from their shores. 

Searchlight would like to send our thanks and congratulations 

to the many, many 

a. et people who have helped 

E Mm with the campaign but also to 

remind them that it is not yet 

finished. Although Griffin's 

electronic visa application has 

been refused, he has been 

asked to submit a full 

written application if he still 
wants to visit the country. 

We will keep working 
throughout the New Year 
and for as long as it takes, to 
keep Australia a Griffin-free 
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THE BNP IN 


By David Williams 


ast year both started and 
ended badly for Nick Griffin, 
the British National Party (BNP) 
chairman. 

Griffins New Year hangover began 
almost immediately as he struggled to 
reassert his authority following a rebellion 
that had broken out at the top of the 
party in December 2007. The year ended 
with the humiliation of the public release 
of a list of 12,800 BNP members and 
supporters, which, in an astonishing 
breach of party security, was posted on 
the internet in November. 

The initial crisis had erupted on Sunday 
9 December when the BNP website 
announced the dismissal of Sadie 
Graham, the party's group development 
officer, and Kenny Smith, the 
administration officer, for “gross 
misconduct" Their offence was to set up a 
blog site that severely criticised 
Mark Collett, the director of publicity, 
Dave Hannam, the BNP’s deputy 
treasurer, and John Walker, the treasurer. 

The split revealed a seething animosity 
between the younger apparatchiks, who 
occupied the party's professional middle 
management, and its “brat pack’, who 
were closer politically and personally to 
Griffin and were thus given a latitude that 
had appalled a number of senior party 
members. Griffins refusal to discipline 
BNP leader .Y Collett, Hannam and Walker led to a series 
Nick Griffin -_ of resignations — publicised by Searchlight 

4 * — which added grist to the mill. al 
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The dismissal of Graham and Smith and 
the subsequent action of the BNP 
security team, who on_ Griffin's 
instructions illegally gained entry to 
Graham's home and retrieved what they 
claimed was “party” property, caused a 
full-scale rebellion among party officers. 
Within a few days over 40 organisers and 
regional officials had either resigned or 
“gone on strike” 

Griffin initially struggled to keep his 
party together, particularly in Yorkshire, 
but ultimately succeeded in smothering 
the rebellion, which also suffered from its 
own problem of determining what 
exactly it represented. The rebels’ 
profession of loyalty to the party made it 
difficult for them to form a separate 
faction, particularly as the main 
protagonists had been expelled, let alone 
to heed calls from their more vociferous 
supporters to form a new party 
altogether. And none of the leading 
figures in the rebellion have made any 
moves to merge with other anti-Griffin 
far-right parties. 

As the rebellion ran out of steam 
many of those who had signed up to 
the Voice of Change faction as it loosely 
termed itself skulked back to the BNP 
or drifted out of politics altogether. 
Several indicated a willingness to stand 
as independent candidates, while 
others, based primarily in Bradford, 
rallied under the Democratic Nationalist 
banner. Their inability to decide whether 
to campaign independently or to work 
towards a challenge to Griffin's 
leadership caused the Voice of Change 
faction to diminish further. 

While his enemies prevaricated Griffin 
took the opportunity to restructure many 
of the BNP’s branches and regions, 
replacing unsound officers with his own 
loyal supporters, such as the former 
Combat 18 thug Adrian Marsden, who 
took over the embittered Yorkshire region. 
On the face of it Griffin was forced to make 
concessions, the most visible casualties 
being Collett and Hannam, both of whom 
were apparently demoted to placate their 
critics. In reality, the changes were purely 
cosmetic. The only changes were to their 
job titles, which soon reverted to the 
originals, and both men retained their 
central positions in the party hierarchy 
despite the seriousness of the accusations 
that had been levelled against them. 

All this rather overshadowed the move 
into “brand new premises” of the BNP’s 
merchandising arm, Excalibur, which was 
to be “aided by the latest technology" at a 
cost of £35,000. A concerted campaign 
by Searchlight, Lancaster Unity and 
Searchlight Cymru eventually tracked 


down the operation to an industrial 
estate in North Wales. The resultant 
publicity ensured that the lease was not 
renewed and forced a rapid move to new 
premises West Yorkshire, which the party 
implausibly claimed had been planned 
all along. 

Griffin also tried to re-orientate the 
party back towards focussing on electoral 
work rather than its own_ internal 
problems. The immediate results were 
not impressive. Even before the split there 
were signs that the BNP was beginning to 
lose impetus in its key areas following the 
extremely disappointing 2007 local 
election results. 

Symptomatic of this was _ its 
performance in Sandwell, a previous 
stronghold, at the end of 2007. On 6 
December in Princes End its candidate, 
the publican James Lloyd, was roundly 
defeated in the seat he had held until his 
inability to turn up to council meetings 
got him removed from office, sparking a 
by-election. Having polled an average of 
33% in 2006, winning three seats, the BNP 
vote in Sandwell had plummeted to 24% 
a year later. That said Lloyd still took 19% 
of the vote showing a strong base of 
support for the BNP if not, on. this 
occasion, its candidate. 

Astring of by-election defeats followed. 
It was not until the election of David 
Owens in Fenside ward, Boston, in 
November 2008 that the BNP was able to 
claim a by-election victory in a new seat, 
the first since September 2004. The BNP 
was also able to take comfort from 
the election of the former conservative 
Mark Logan in Gooshays ward, Havering, 
in March 2008, in which the BNP 
successfully defended a seat after its 
councillor had resigned. 

The Havering result was a portent of 
things to come as the BNP geared up for 
the May elections and in particular the 
London Assembly elections, in which 
the BNP believed it had a chance of win- 
ning two or three seats. Its lead candidate 
was Richard Barnbrook, the Barking and 
Dagenham BNP council group leader. 
The BNP campaign received a severe set- 
back when Searchlight revealed that the 
London BNP organiser Nick Eriksen, who 
was in charge of the London BNP cam- 
paign, had expressed disgraceful views 
about women and rape. “Rape is simply 
sex. Women enjoy sex, So rape cannot be 
such a terrible physical ordeal. To suggest 
that rape, when conducted without 
violence, is a serious crime is like suggest- 
ing that force feeding women chocolate 
cake is a heinous offence. A woman would 
be more inconvenienced by having her 
handbag snatched; Eriksen had written. 


* delineate a 


Eriksen was also number two on the 
BNP London Assembly candidates’ list. 
His exposure rocked the BNP which had 
no choice but to relieve him of his role, 
withdraw his nomination and publicly to 
disavow him. Robert Bailey, Barnbrook's 
deputy on Barking and Dagenham 
council, took over as London organiser 
and moved up the candidates ‘list to the 
number two position. 

The scandal was not enough, however, 
to stop the BNP from winning one seat on 
the London Assembly. The party polled 
130,714 votes in the London-wide 
election. This was 5.3% of the vote, just 
8,000 votes above the 5% electoral thres- 
hold. While gaining a seat was a triumph 
for the BNP it also represented a disap- 
pointment, though one that the BNP 
successfully masked from the public. 
The party had polled 4.7% in 2004 so had 
only managed to increase its support by 
0.6% in four years, which hardly indicates a 
far-right resurgence in the capital. 
Since then its main rival, the UK Indepen- 
dence Party (UKIP) has become virtually 
moribund; its two London Assembly 
members were not returned. Yet the BNP 
proved unable to capitalise upon this. 

Its highest votes were in outer East 
London, especially in the Redbridge and 
Havering constituency where the party 
polled 18,973 votes (11.3%) compared to 
10,928 (8.2%) in 2004. The results 
confirmed that the “white flight” areas of 
outer East London and indeed beyond, in 
Hertfordshire, Essex and even Surrey and 
Sussex, present potentially rich pickings 
for the BNP. 

Although Barnbrook's election was met 
with almost universal condemnation, the 
hapless BNP Assembly member has 
found himself consistently outclassed by 
his opponents in the chamber and has 
struggled to make any impact 
whatsoever outside the chamber, where 
the media have totally ignored his antics. 

At the time of writing he is under 
investigation for a potential breach of the 
Greater London Authority's code of 
conduct as a result of a complaint that 
made “totally false” claims about murders 
in Barking and Dagenham, which he 
broadcast on his website. 

Elsewhere in the May elections the BNP 
made a net gain of ten councillors, 
though this too was disappointing for the 
party as many of its leading figures 
believed it was in line to win around 
40 more. Although it is impossible to 
single factor for the 
diminution of the BNP vote, we believe it 
is in no small measure down to the 
concerted campaigning of anti-fascists 
and Searchlight which played a key role in 


mobilising against the BNP. 

Areas such as Thurrock, Essex, where 
the BNP won one seat, represent a 
particular threat. The BNP also polled 
respectably in a number of wards across 
the South East including in Crawley and 
Rushmoor. It also won another seat in 
Three Rivers and, despite missing out ona 
seat in Broxbourne, nevertheless polled 
15% across the borough. 

In its heartlands, however, the BNP vote 
appears to be on the decline. In Sandwell, 
Dudley, Burnley and Kirklees the BNP vote 
stagnated and then declined quite 
dramatically, often as a direct result of 
years of intense anti-fascist campaigning. 
Similarly in Blackburn and Oldham, where 
the BNP was once a potent threat, it only 
managed to field a handful of candidates, 
none of whom came close to victory, 
despite the promise that Oldham in 
particular had offered after the riots of 
2001. And the loss of two of the BNP’s 
Epping Forest seats was an important 
victory for anti-fascists. 

However, as one door closed for the 
BNP another one opened and the party 
took seats for the first time in Rotherham, 
Amber Valley, and Nuneaton and 
Bedworth. It also strengthened its position 
in Stoke-on-Trent and to a lesser extent in 
Pendle. It is in Stoke-on-Trent, where the 
BNP now has nine councillors, that it 
poses perhaps the most serious threat. 
In a town beset with serious political and 
economic problems the BNP could soon 
emerge as a minority partner in a 
governing coalition. 

Although the BNP did not do as well as 
it had hoped, it still emerged from the 
elections with 55 councillors in 22 local 
authorities. Its candidates polled an 
average of 13.9% across 612 council seats 
in May 2008, down from 14.6% across 742 
seats the previous year. From these figures 
it is clear that the BNP does pose a serious 
threat in the European election in June. 

In the North West, where Griffin intends 
to stand as the lead BNP candidate, the 
party polled 14% across 111 wards. If this 
vote were replicated throughout the 
region, he would easily be elected as an 
MEP. a trophy he desperately craves and 
which has been the ultimate focus of BNP 
campaigning since its failure to achieve 
this goal in 2004. 

But a BNP victory is not a foregone 
conclusion. In 2006 the BNP averaged 
20.6% over 53 wards and in 2007 14.9% 
over 117 wards. The further fall in 2008 
shows that the party is in decline in the 
North West and can still be stopped from 
making the coveted European 
breakthrough in 2009. Searchlight is hard 
at work organising to this end. 
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Feature: the BNP in 2008 


Nevertheless, with the UKIP the main 
obstacle to a BNP breakthrough in 2004, 
currently in a state of torpor, the risk of the 
BNP gaining a European seat has never 
been greater. 

Some of the gloss was soon taken off 
Griffin's limited advances in May 2008 by 
the news that Colin Auty, a Kirklees BNP 
councillor, intended to challenge Griffin 
for the BNP leadership. Auty, widely seen 
as a stalking horse for the Voice of Change 
faction, was the subject of numerous 
smears by the BNP leaders. After failing to 
gain the 100 signatures by the end of 
June required under the BNP constitution 
to force an election, he resigned from the 
party in high dudgeon, closely followed 
by his resignation from Kirklees council. 
The BNP lost the resultant by-election, 
leaving just one BNP councillor in Kirklees 
and 54 nationally. 

The BNP also failed to win a thirteenth 
seat in its Barking and Dagenham strong- 
hold in a by-election in July. The result was 
a vindication for Searchlight’s localised 
strategy. Chadwell Heath ward was an 
important BNP target and the focus of daily 
canvassing and _ leafleting but partly 
because of a huge anti-fascist effort 
the fascists came in a long way behind the 
victorious Conservative candidate. 

In another move indicative of his 
weakness, Griffin appointed Richard 
Edmonds, a Holocaust denier and arch 
critic, to the party's ruling Advisory 
Council in September. This can only be 
seen as an attempt to bring one wing of 
his opposition back into the party fold, 
despite it being at odds with Griffin's 
attempted public image of respectability. 

BNP propaganda became increasingly 
strident as the year progressed, including 
a quite outrageous campaign against 
British Muslims. While opposition to 
Muslims and Islam has been central to 
BNP propaganda since 2001, last year 
saw the BNP broadening its racist 
campaigning from simply blaming. all 
Muslims for terrorism to blaming them for 
a raft of social ills, most notably the heroin 
trade. Four BNP activists in Lancashire, 
including councillor Brian Parker, were 
arrested in November 2008 for 
distributing leaflets containing this lies. 
The leaflets used the harrowing picture of 
Rachel Whitear who died of a heroin 
overdose in 2000 slumped with the 
syringe still in her hand and were 
condemned by her family. 

Another new initiative from the BNP 
was the Racism Cuts Both Ways 


campaign, which tried to prove that 
white people were proportionately more 
likely to be victims of racist violence than 
non-white people. The campaign was an 


NICK GRIFFIN - the party chairman seemingly desperate to become an MEP. 
Griffin began the year facing a tough leadership test after a series of astonishingly 
bad management decisions and ended it facing the ignominy of the leak on the 
internet of thousands of BNP names and addresses. 

SIMON DARBY - the loyalist deputy chairman and amateur ornithologist who 
doubles as the BNP press officer, West Midlands regional organiser and personal 
assistant to Richard Barnbrook. 

MARK COLLETT - the director of publicity who has managed to ride out the storm 
that caused his temporary demotion at the beginning of the year. 

DAVE HANNAM - the “crassly incompetent” deputy treasurer who, like Collett, has 
similarly managed to hang onto his job despite widespread criticism within the party. 
JENNY NOBLE - the former Solihull BNP organiser who was promoted to replace the 
hapless John Walker as BNP treasurer. Noble is also treasurer of the BNP fundraising 
arm, the Trafalgar Club. 

JOHN BEAN - former Mosleyite who continues to edit the party's theoretical 

journal, /dentity. 

MARTIN WINGFIELD - editor of the party newspaper Voice of Freedom, which as 
Searchlight revealed, Griffin has considered axing. 

TINA WINGFIELD - the BNP membership secretary and former National Front 


tome March of the Titans, who was implicated in the murder of the ANC activist 
Chris Hani in South Africa in the 1980s. 

MIKE HOWSON - South West BNP organiser now presiding over the Young BNP 
following the dismissal of Danny Lake at the beginning of the year. 

MARTIN REYNOLDS - Griffin's personal minder and head of the BNP security 

team who has faced mockery both for the embarrassingly graphic photos of him, 
his wife and another engaged in sexual activity, which were posted on the internet, 
and for his lack of dynamism in the field. 

RICHARD BARNBROOK - the BNP London Assembly member who is outclassed 
and out of his depth. Barnbrook is probably the best known BNP “politician” after 
Nick Griffin. 

MICHAELA MACKENZIE - the BNP nominating officer currently in favour with the 
party hierarchy. 

SIMON BENNETT - the BNP webmaster who has overseen a radical transformation 
of the party's online communications since the dismissal of Steve Blake at the 
beginning of the year. 

EDDY BUTLER - the BNP elections officer and long-time survivor of a number of 
internal attempts to remove him. 

LANCE STEWART - the BNP “intelligence” officer and former South African senior 
police officer with a record of far-right activism dating back to the 1960s. 


directorate member. | 
ARTHUR KEMP - the BNP’s ideological enforcer and author of the white supremacist : 


attempt to encourage a belief that whites 
are a disadvantaged minority. 

The apex of the campaign was the 
release of a booklet entitled Racism Cuts 


Both Ways, which presented the 
“evidence” for this claim. The “research’, if 
one can call it that, was profoundly flawed. 
Of the 167 cases of claimed anti-white 
racist murder presented by the BNP 
Searchlight researchers found that only a 
handful had any racial motive. In some 
where race may have been a factor, it was 
the victim who had used racist abuse. 
A few of the killings involved white 
assailants and white victims! The 
pamphlet was condemned by a number 
of families whose loved ones were being 


used by the BNP for its racist political ends. 

Thirteen BNP activists were arrested 
in Liverpool for distributing the pamphlet 
at the end of November. That prompted 
a demonstration by the BNP which 
went ahead even after police informed 
those arrested on the morning of the 
protest that they would not be charged. 
The police decision was the result of a 
ruling by the CPS that the booklet 
heightened racial tension but did not 
incite racial hatred, reasoning that is 


* difficult to comprehend. 


The Liverpool demonstration, like the 
one in Stoke-on-Trent following the 
manslaughter verdict against the killer of 
the BNP activist Keith Brown, showed the 
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BNP’s growing willingness to take SALISBURY Mike Chant  cmerince Andy Tully 
to the streets, a tactic the party _ SOUTH DEVON Peter Lucas _ FARNBOROUGH Warren Glass 
abandoned in the late 1990s as oo _ SOUTH SOMERSET Robert Baehr © FOLKESTONE Graeme Sergeant 
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| NEW FOREST lan Johnson 
_ OXFORDSHIRE Stephen Herbert 


these were short publicity-grabbing 
exercises rather than a concerted 
attempt to reassert itself as a physical 
presence on the streets. 
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membership list, were uploaded to ‘ COLWYN BAY Robert Trueman 
the internet. The BNP confirmed : GWENT Anthony King 


that the list was genuine though LLANDUDNO Mike Bellringer 
Griffin claimed it dated from late PRESTATYN & RHYL ae 
2007 and that seven names had ff cal pee ae ag a i : 
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been placed on it maliciously. WEST WALES Kevin Edwards fer lad 


Who and why he did not say. “ WREXHAM Bill Murray 
The list itself was not a true 

reflection of BNP strength either 
numerically or indeed geograph- 
ically and included many people 
who had left the party or merely 


contacted the BNP at some point. shieaiany > 
Griffin claimed that the leaking of the - 

list was “good publicity” for the party as Denis Adams cat 

it showed that its members were ph acl lan Sutton 

not skinheads, but even he could not ar sib nad 

conceal the fact that this was a massive, Ken Griffiths reales 

indeed unprecedented, breach of Alan Hewitt Stephen Fyfe 

security for a party notoriously secretive =| | Terry Majorowizc Adrian Marsden 

about its membership. In desperation Gils Tarner Colin Banner 


Griffin blamed Smith, the former Phil Reddall Edward Scott 
Christopher Kirby 


administrative officer whom he had ‘ tan Donablzon David Exley 
sacked in December 2007 though this 1 Karl Foulkes Jonathan Wright 
was not convincing. Later Graham and Gill Bailey Peter Hollings 
her partner Matt Single were arrested Marlene Guest 


over it but have not been charged. a Trisha Scott 
The BNP has threatened legal action Siccadieaiicolt | Duncan Lorriman 
against a number of websites still hosting Lisn'koulsn DaSoues pale 


the list -— the original host quickly removed | WORCESTERSHIRE LeeHancock = Fee meas 
it—but the damage has already been done, 
particularly to the careers of a number of 
people, including a serving policeman, 
whose names appeared on the list. oe 

The media had a field day as BNP Regional Organiser Gary Raikes 
poembers. aeiass ie ape or | | HIGHLANDS & ISLANDS John S. Robertson 
cover. With one website that highlighted CENTRAL Mak Sneddon 
your nazi neighbours receiving over six |. ~ DUNDEE Colin Cox 
million hits, it was proof that there was still LOTHIANS Davie 
an unedifying stigma about being linked MID-SCOTLAND 
to the BNP. Despite Griffin's best efforts, dae a 

; : NORTH EAST Roy Jones 

2008 ended with the party still some way SOUTH Aen Kaye 
off achieving the respectability or GLASGOW &WEST Charlie Baillie 
normality it craves. ~= : eed Ae Sen a 
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Feature: smaller groups in 2008 


The wilder shores of British fascism 


Beyond the British National Party lies a proliferation of groups that espouse a more aggressive 
form of far-right politics. There are several reasons for their growth. Many of those involved 
started life in the BNP or its National Front predecessor but found themselves restrained from 
taking “direct action” against their enemies and betrayed by the BNP’s alleged watering down 


of policy on some of the core issues that motivate them. 
Some see this growth as part of an orchestrated state operation to infiltrate, divide and 
liquidate. Others see it as part of a secret policy by far-right extremists to create so many 


organisations that the criminal justice system is unable to track them. It may be a combination 


of both, helped along by the existence of several individuals with big egos and an inability to 
compromise. Simon Cressy and Gerry Gable survey the field. 


Racial Volunteer Force 


THE RVF HAD a mixed year in 2008. In 
June Martyn Gilleard received a 16- 


British People’s Party 


THE BPP WAS formed by Eddy 
Morrison and the late John Wood 


after a split in the Nationalist Alliance. 


Kevin Watmough and his 
megalomaniac girlfriend Kate 
Dermody took control of the BPP in 
2006, pushed Morrison out and 
alienated just about every other 
British far-right party. The BPP 
suffered public humiliation last year 
as a result of its ill-fated anti-rap 

demonstration in Leeds. 
Watmough is the only 
® remaining founder mem- 
ber still involved. He also 

2 controls its bank accounts 

4 and website. 

Both the RVF 
gs J and the NF 
om have severed 
. 


links with the 
creer hand .™ 


BPP leader- 
ship, the NF 
(ab@ve) Kate B&mody.. & after the 


year prison sentence for 


downloading thousands of 
pornographic images of 
children. At the time of his 
conviction he was the Goole 
organiser of the BPP but had 
previously been in the RVF and before 
that worked for the BNP in Scotland. 
In September the RVF's self-styled 
leader Mark Atkinson was released 
from prison after serving the 
sentence imposed on him in 2005 for 
race hate crimes. 
While in prison Atkinson called for 
unity with several of the smaller nazi 
groups. Any attempt at unity proved 


preparing to commit | 
terrorist acts and for 
pa 


BPP’s London 

organiser Eddie 

Stanton was involved 

in a pub brawl with 

NF members on 

Remembrance 
Sunday. Dermody and the BPP have 
also fallen out with Tony White, the 
convicted nazi from Leeds. Dermody 
made a posting to her BPP “women’s 
division” blog stating that White was 
a“state asset”, a posting that was 
quickly removed. 

The BPP suffered another disastrous 
piece of publicity when it was 
revealed that Martyn Gilleard, who 
received a 16-year prison sentence for 
possession of nail bombs and child 
pornography, was the Goole BPP 
organiser. The BPP quickly distanced 
itself from him, but only because of 
the pornography - the terrorism 
offences were no problem. 

Other prominent activists are Frank 
Walsh and Dave Jones. 


ail 
VOLUNTe@AR 


short-lived, as in November the RVF 
issued a statement distancing itself 
from the BPP. 

The RVF was believed to have been 
responsible for an attack on leftwing 
activists in central Manchester in 
conjunction with the ASF. 

Apart from Atkinson, the RVF’s main 
activists include Adrian Brookes 
(Stockport), Nigel Piggins (Hull), who 
was also jailed in 2005 for hate crimes, 
and Mike Heaton (Wigan). 


Aryan Strike Force 


THE ASF REMAINS pretty much 
an internet only operation. 

Despite its short lifetime, it 
has already suffered a split 
when the violent nazi Mike 
Heaton left and formed the 
BFF after being branded a 
police informer. 


British Free 
Corps 


THE BRITISH WING of the US- 
based National Socialist 
Movement, the oddball BFC 
is little more than another 
internet website as there 
has been no visible activity. 
Itis named after the British 
traitors recruited to fight 

for the SS in the Second 
World War. 


British Movement 


THE BM TODAY is a pale reflection 
of the organisation that 
succeeded Colin Jordan's 
National Socialist Movement in 
1968. Its presence at the growing 
number of BPP and RVF 
gatherings as well as on the NF's 
Remembrance Sunday march 
reflects the respect that the tiny 
group commands for its nazi 
purity. It has links with extreme 
organisations such as Midgard, a 
nazi music and biker group. 
Though in his mid eighties and 
with ailing health, Jordan remains 
a mentor for the “true believers”. 
The BM no longer has a 
functioning website, 
but operates from a 
West Yorkshire PO 
Box address and 


Party 


FOUNDED BY MARK 
COTTERILL, the EFP 
was a serious rival to 
the BNP in its 
Lancashire base, but 
lost impetus after 
Cotterill resigned as 
leader and as one of 
the EFP’s two Blackburn 
councillors in 2007. 
Cotterill ran the 
American Friends of the 
BNP before being thrown 
out of the USA. He set up 
the EFP after a serious 
fallout with Nick Griffin. 


POWER 


PRETTY MUCH a one-man 
operation in 2008, POWER, or 
Patriots of the White European 
Resistance, has almost 
disappeared. Most of its 
members have drifted off and 
joined the ASF, BFF or even the 
NF and BNP. 

Daniel Bryan, POWER's Truro- 
based leader, organised the 
group's 2008 vigil for supposed 
white victims of racist murder at 
Speakers’ Corner in Hyde Park, at 
which the violent nazi Tony White 
put in an appearance. But it is 


be thi 
publishes Broadsword, a glossy 
magazine. It has produced a 
booklet on 40 years of “the 
National Socialist Struggle” and a 
DVD of interviews with Jordan. 
Despite years of isolation from 
the mainstream far right in Britain, 
in 2008 Jordan made 
donations to Eddy 
Morrison to help 
him propagate his 
hardline position. 


It fielded eight 
candidates in last 
year’s council 
elections:twoin \, \\ 
Blackburn, twoin “ss 
Oldham and one 
each in Preston, Milton Keynes, 
Burnley and the Isle of Wight (a 
parish council). All were 
unsuccessful, but in Burnley the 
party chairman Steven Smith 
(pictured), a former Burnley BNP 
organiser, came third and helped 
push the BNP candidate into last 
place. 

Griffin is said to fear the EFP 
more than the UK Independence 
Party in the European election in 
the North West. 


SME 


doubtful that POWER has any 
real alliances with other groups. 
It is known that there is a degree 
of friction between Bryan and 
the BFF leader Mike Heaton, who 
associated himself with POWER 
for a short time. 
Bryan attended 
the 2008 NF 
Cenotaph march 
accompanied bya 
couple of very 
young nazi 
comrades. 


Daniel Bryan 


me, / 
ene” 


National Front (NF) 
i 


NATIONAL 


THE NF HAS enjoyed a variable year. 

Its regular Remembrance Sunday 
march to the Cenotaph attracted a much 
larger turnout than the usual handful of 
weekend nazis. But all is not well inthe 
NF. It seems that some of the younger 
elements, including Stuart Hollingdale 
of east London and Tony White who has 
recently rejoined the party, are moving 
against the elderly leadership of 
Tom Holmes and Bernard Franklin. 

White and Hollingdale have launched 
a website and announced their 
intention to wrestle power from the 
leadership. The rebels are using the 
rather unoriginal name New National 
Front. However White's days may be 
numbered as nobody trusts him. 

Matters cannot have been helped by 
the Hillingdon by-election result in 
December in which the MF finished in 
fifth and last place with a meagre 
25 votes. 

As 2008 drew to a close, the long-time 
nazi Eddy Morrison announced his 
intention to join the NF. Morrison, who 
has been in the BNP, NF and various 
groups of his own creation over the 
years, will bring to the NF his website 
design skills. That may allow the NF to 
pick up a new generation of activist 
members from the hardline fringe 
groups and the BNP. 


Council Watch 


Each month Sonia Gable looks at the performance and activities of 
British National Party councillors around the country. 

If you have a story, leaflet or newspaper report about BNP councillors please send it to 
Searchlight, PO Box 1576, Ilford, IG5 ONG or email it to editors@searchlightmagazine.com 


BNP councillor removed from meeting 


A BRITISH NATIONAL Party councillor was thrown out Defending his views Rustem said: “Teaching sex education to 
of last month’s Barking and Dagenham assembly meeting children under 12, I consider borders on paedophilia, 
after refusing to apologise for “repellent” comments made quite frankly. It’s not just that it sexualises children. 
during a debate on sex education in October. Why do you need to teach sex education to five and 
Councillor Lawrence Rustem (pictured) was asked to six-year-olds? I didn’t need it.” 
say sorry for his remark that teaching sex education We cannot comment on whether Rustem 
to children under secondary school age was akin to might have benefited from sex education. 
paedophilia. He repeatedly failed to give a direct answer What we are sure of is that he is talking out of 
to Councillor Shaun Carroll, a Labour his backside. As the Schools Minister 
Executive member. Instead he Jim Knight said in October: “We are 
launched into a long rant about not talking about five-year-old 
the Labour government and kids being taught sex. What we're 
immigration before he was told to talking about for key stage 1 
be quiet by Councillor Fred Barns, the is children knowing about 
assembly chairman. themselves, their differences, 
After even the BNP’s lead councillor \ their friendships and how to 
Robert Bailey and other BNP members | manage their feelings.” 
shouted at Rustem to shut up, Rustem was | Later in the meeting Bailey 
escorted from the chamber. was asked to explain his 
Unable to recognise when he had done enough comment in the Barking and 
damage, Rustem then suggested to Councillor Dagenham Post that £250,000 of taxpayers’ 
Carroll to “come outside for a dance”. | funding for Barking Rugby Club was a 
Rustem has put in a complaint about the / waste of money. Richard Barnbrook, 
decision to remove him, claiming, “They didn't ! Bailey's deputy on the council, quickly 
like what they were hearing and the only option chipped in to say that he had already told 
was to try to silence me”. Barking and Bailey that he did not agree with his views 
Dagenham Council said Councillor Barns’s on the subject and took the opportunity to 
decision was made in line with the s@) boast about his rugby skills! Homoerotic 
constitutional rules concerning conduct and film-maker to rugby player — truly a man 
disturbance at meetings. of many abilities. 


Stoke councillor loses school governor vote 


COUNCILLORS IN Stoke-on-Trent have successfully blocked on purpose. “At the last minute the coalition 
blocked one of the city’s BNP councillors from becoming parties put Bamford forward. | would have liked to have | 
a governor of a school in his ward. The nine-strong BNP been governor because my two nephews go to that | 
group had put forward councillor Anthony Simmonds school. But because I’m a member of the BNP | get tarred | 
with the same brush as other people.’ | 
Yes, well, if you sit as a BNP councillor, people 
treat you like the member of a racist and | 
thuggish party that you are. And people | 
might well think that a racist is not a suitable | 
person to monitor and set the strategic | 
direction of a school that has to provide the 
best possible education for all pupils, not just | 
the white “indigenous” ones that the BNP keep | 
going on about. | 
| 


| (pictured) to join the governing body of Park Hall 
| Primary School in Weston and Meir North. 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| 


The coalition of Labour, Conservative and Liberal # 
Democrat councillors proposed an alternative /’ 
candidate, former councillor Derek Bamford. 
On a full council vote Simmonds lost by 37 votes 
to 16, incidentally demonstrating the support 
the BNP councillors have among the many 
independents on Stoke council. 

Councillor Simmonds said his nomination had been 
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Barnbrook _ 
tackled and 
loses the ball 


THE FACT Boris Johnson, Mayor of 
London, commissioned a study on a 
potential amnesty for __ illegal 
immigrants was not surprisingly a red 
rag to a bull for Richard Barnbrook, 


(pictured) the BNP’s London — 


member, who made it the 
subject of his permitted , 
intervention at Mayor's | 
question time last month. 

“Taking into account 
your proposed amnesty | 
for illegal immigrants,’ said 
Barnbrook, “how do you 
think your policy will 
impact |.not:..only on 
London's under pressure 
labour market but on the considerable 
number of homeless people, many of 
whom are ex-servicemen, who will be 
sleeping on the streets of this city 
throughout the winter?” 

Barnbrook was clearly thrown by 
Johnson's reply, which was to explain 
that there was no amnesty policy, 
and the Greater London Authority was 
simply looking into the economic and 
social consequences were there to be 
an earned amnesty scheme. 

Determined to push his racist 
principles, Barnbrook  disgracefully 
exploited the genuine and _ serious 
problem of homeless ex-servicemen to 
do so. There were 1,100 ex-servicemen 
living on the streets each night, said 
Barnbook, and they were “white Scots, 
English, Welsh and Irish”. 

Why they might be affected by an 
earned amnesty for illegal immigrants 
he failed to explain, but instead tried to 
press Johnson on how precisely such 
an amnesty might work. Johnson 
pointed out that such details would be 
considered in the study. Barnbrook 
then used up the rest of his allocated 
time to suggest Boris was looking for 
votes from amnestied immigrants in 
2012 and to press him again for more 
details of the amnesty. He ended 
triumphantly with the words, “how do 
you answer that”. 

“He doesn't because you've got no 
time left,’ pointed out Jennette Arnold 
from the chair, silencing his protests. 

Perhaps Barnbrook should have 
stuck to rugby. 


Targeted programme is discrimination BNP says 
| THE BNP’S COUNCILLOR in Leeds has started a campaign to 


waste scarce NHS resources by vaccinating all schoolchildren in Leeds 
against tuberculosis. 
Until 2005 all secondary school children were offered the BCG vaccine, 
a policy introduced in 1953 when there was a much greater incidence of 
| TB in Britain and the highest rates were in older teenagers and young adults. 
| The vaccine was given in schools with the aim of protecting young people 
| before they left school. 
Since 2005, following advice from the Joint Committee on Vaccination 

| and Immunisation, the programme the focuses on people at higher risk of 

exposure to TB. In the UK the disease is now found mostly in people 
| who have previously lived in, or have close links to, countries with high 
| rates of TB. 
| To the BNP of course, such sensible targeting is “systematic discrimination 
against our people in their own country”. 


Planning law enforcement is ‘political vendetta’ 


A BNP PARISH councillor claimed there was a “political vendetta” against 
him after a court ordered him to remove a fence he had erected without 
planning permission. 

Brian Edwards, who sits on South Normanton parish council in Derbyshire, 
appeared before Derby Magistrates’ Court last month after Bolsover District 
Council issued an enforcement order. He admitted failing to remove a two- 
metre high steel palisade fence from his property. 

Planning permission is required for any fence more than one metre high 
adjacent to a public highway. When the height of the fence came to the 
attention of council officers, they issued a notice ordering Edwards to remove 
the fence or cut it down to one metre. A planning inspector dismissed his 
appeal last April but he failed to adhere to the notice. 

Fining him £500, Judge Caroline Golbourn said, “I am going to impose a 
fine, I am not here to negotiate with you because this has been going on too 
long and Bolsover District Council has been more than fair”. 

Edwards was also ordered to pay the council’s courts costs of £550 and a £15 
victim surcharge. 

Speaking afterwards the paranoid law-breaker claimed he was being 
discriminated against for his political beliefs. “I think there is a political 
vendetta against myself — my political beliefs have nothing to do with the way 
I should be treated by Bolsover District Council.” 

Quite so. Planning law should apply equally to everyone. Or does he think 
he should get away with ignoring the rules just because he is in the BNP? 


BNP goes paranoid over by-election coverage 


THE BNP came a close second in two council by-elections on 
18 December. Strangely it thought that merited national media 
coverage and condemned “the controlled commercial media” who 
“deliberately blacked out the surge in BNP votes”. 

In the Kells and Sandwith by-election for Whitehaven council the 
BNP came 16 votes behind Labour with 40.1% in a three-corned 
fight. In Ibstock and Heather ward on North West Leicestershire 
District Council the BNP came within 15 votes of winning, 
taking 30.9%. The BNP already has two councillors in North 
West Leicestershire. 

We have news for the paranoid fascist party. The lack of 
national coverage was no conspiracy. There are half a dozen 
council by-elections every week and they rarely attract more than 
local interest. In fact the BNP gets more coverage than any 
other party - when it wins, which is the only result that matters. 
The BNP wants to be treated like any other party, so shouldn't 
expect extra interest. 


| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
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Worrell conviction puts paid to‘lone wolf’theory 


By Gerry Gable 


THE IMPRISONMENT of the British nazi 
Nathan Worrell highlights the ongoing 
success of the Metropolitan Police 
counter-terrorism squad SO15, and 
their provincial colleagues, in arresting 
nazi terrorists and securing their 
conviction in the courts. 

Worrell was jailed for more than 
seven years in December after being 
found guilty of possessing material for 
terrorist purposes and_ racially 
aggravated harassment. During the 
trial the court heard how police found 
manuals explaining how to make 
bombs and_ detonators using 
household materials at his flat in 
Grimsby as well as two tubs of 
weedkiller, three bottles of lighter 
fluid and fireworks, some of which had 
been tampered with. 

They also found a_ significant 
amount of racist and __ far-right 
propaganda, including BNP material, 
and membership cards for extreme 
groups such as the Ku Klux Klan, the 
November 9th Society and the British 
People’s Party. A bomb-making video 
found came from Combat 18. 

He was sentenced to six years for the 
terrorism offence and a further 15 
months for racial harassment for 
leaving racist stickers on the gate at 
the home of Susan Crofts and 
Mohammed Chowdhery and on a 
nearby lamppost. One sticker read: 
“Only inferior white women date 
outside their race. Be proud of your 
heritage. Don't be a race-mixing slut”. 

Worrell admired other far-right 
terrorists. A picture of Martyn Gilleard, 
who received an 11-year sentence for 
terrorist offences last summer, was 
found on the defendant's mobile 
phone together with his prison 
address. And stickers supporting the 
London nailbomber David Copeland 
were discovered at Worrell's flat. 

Despite this success and the earlier 
conviction of  Gilleard, S015, 
which absorbed Special Branch in 
2006, are hampered by their belief 
that extreme-right terrorists mostly 
operate as “lone wolves”. 

Experts in the field consider that, 
with the exception of the 


“Unabomber” Theodore Kaczynski in 
the USA, there is no such animal. 


| Nathan Worrell: 
no lone wolf 


It is difficult to understand how an 
intelligence-led police unit set up to 
fight terrorism, which fully accepts 
that Islamist terrorists are interlinked, 
continues stubbornly to resist at 
senior level that the same may be true 
of others, such as the terrorist wing of 
British nazism. 

So far we have not come across a 
single case in the UK of a far-right 
terrorist who has not either been 
involved with a nazi organisation or 
been influenced by others on the far 
right. Like many Islamist terrorists, 
they learn their hatred and are 
groomed for their deadly talks via 
the internet. 

While armchair liberals argue the 
rights and wrongs of lifting the ban on 
members of the increasingly sinister 
British National Party in the police and 
prison services or extending the ban 
to other fields of employment such as 
teaching, the proof of the pudding is 
in the convictions. From Copeland, 
who killed three people and seriously 
injured 30 in his murderous bombing 
spree of 1999, to the more recent 
spate of would-be terrorists, while 
individually they are certainly social 
and__ political © odd-balls © whose 
dangerous and antisocial behaviour 
often spills into other dark interests 
such as paedophilia, nearly all have 
had some sort of link with the BNP. 

This, coupled with the BNP’s 
eagerness to recruit fascists and 
racists with military connections, 
should sound a warning. 


Worrell is yet another case of a nazi 
terrorist mistakenly described by most 
of the media as a loner. Much less 
attention was paid to his antisemitism 
than to his racist views and there was 
no reference to his possession of a 
lethal crossbow found when the 
police raided his home. 

The Home Secretary last month 
withdrew a plan for the direct 
election of some members of police 
authorities following strong 
objections from local government 
and the Association of Chief Police 
Officers, ACPO. One of the reasons 
was a fear that the BNP might secure 
places on authorities in low-turnout 
elections. To that extent the 
government has taken the threat of 
the BNP seriously but it needs to go 
further. Members of the kind of 
groups with which Worrell was 
associated as well as members of the 
BNP, which aspires to a racial civil war 
in Britain, are present in all kinds of 
employment and positions where 
they can cause harm. 

A good start might be to look at 
civilian staff working for the police 
service and those employed in 
sensitive ministries such as the 
Home Office. 

The muddled approach to military 
personnel also needs to be clarified. 
Members of the armed forces are 
allowed to belong to the BNP but not 
be active for the party. BNP members 
should not be allowed anywhere near 
guns and explosives. ~« 


BNP wheels out 
defective detective 


by Matthew Collins 


THE BNP’S legal beagle Lee Barnes 
seems quite determined to prove he’s 
not just some oafish layabout who rants 
like a lunatic on Radio 4. In keeping 
with his gratuitous self-belief, he has 
started a serialisation of his new novel 
on his blog. 

The first chapter is a laborious piddle 
about randy polar bears, strong wind, 
prevailing darkness and everything being 
white, rather like a BNP conference one 
presumes. According to Dave Williams 
of Searchlight: “Barnes seems to have 
gone all Jack London on us ... I dare say 
his story will involve wolves savaging 
Jews by the end of it though”. Indeed it 
may, Or vice versa even. 

We at the most learned offices of the 
Elders of Zion, who nazis such as 
Barnes believe control the world, suggest 
that Barnes gives the Japanese art of 
haiku a go instead. It’s shorter, doesn't 
require punctuation, an obvious bugbear 
for him, and doesn’t necessarily have to 
rhyme or contain alliterations, like his 
pathetic attempts at poetry. Let’s see 


how he fares, because we don’t see him 
rivalling Aldous Huxley just yet. 

Mike “Sniffer” Smith, the ex-cop 
behind the BNP’s White Police 
Association (WPA) blog, was probably 
never a detective other than in the Peter 
Sellers mould, but everyone by now 
knows the unfortunate circumstances 
behind the tragic killing of the Brazilian 
electrician Jean Charles de Menezes in 
2005 on the London underground. 
That is everyone except Smith, who sees 
nothing wrong with the police shooting 
innocent foreigners and wants everyone 
else to feel the same. He has taken up 
the case. 

First of all, Smith gets de Menezes’s 
name wrong, something that can hap- 
pen occasionally with idiots. But you 
could almost forgive that if Smith was 
using his well honed sniffer dog 
detection skills in a good cause. Sadly he 
does not. Among the many “facts” that 
“Sniffer” has uncovered in an apparent 
conspiracy is that de Menezes was in 
the country illegally! “Fact” he screams. 


Blimey, “Sniffer” dug that out one of the 
Daily Mail with painstaking and 
consummate detective-like diligence 
that is beyond reproach. Sadly for 
Smith. however, it has since been 
proven that de Menezes was in Britain 
legally at the time. 

But credit to “Sniffer” Smith. 
We know most BNP members feel that 
being an alleged illegal is reason enough 
for the tragic shooting, but Smith 
doesn't let it rest there. He has also 
“uncovered” the fact that de Menezes 
lived in the same block of flats as one of 
the 21/7 bombing suspects, Hussain 


Osman. “FACT: He would probably 


have known Osman,” he concludes. 

The sad “fact” is that like most 
Londoners De Menezes probably did 
not know his neighbour. And to be 
honest, as they spoke different 
languages and were in two vastly 
different predicaments, there’s hardly 
much to suggest that either would go 
out of his way to introduce himself to 
the other (even if we do know they 
weren't entirely white — wink, wink!). 

Smith even claims as fact that “local 
people and informed observers” believed 
that de Menezes “was Osman’s decoy”. 
These same people must have forgotten 
to give evidence at the enquiry into the 
killing and decided only to tell “Sniffer”. 

Some of Smith’s other findings are 
really beyond the pale, even for my poor 
comedy needs. Smith’s aim is not of 
course to try and exonerate the police 
over their tragic failure to exercise their 
duty of care to de Menzes, but to 
blacken the name of a man who died 
only because he was in the wrong place 
at the wrong time and, heaven forbid, 
had darker skin than Smith. 

Before you conclude that Smith is just 
another conspiracy nut, I should throw 
in one more proof that he is in fact 
another white Aryan racist defective. 
“Menezes would not normally have 
used this tube station [Brixton] because 
it is on the Victoria line,” declares 
Smith, claiming that de Menezes was at 
Stockwell station not because Brixton 
was closed on that day but as part of his 
role as “Osman’s decoy”. 

Even from the comfort of his 
armchair in Wales, you would think that 
“Sniffer”, the WPA’s most defective 
detective, would check and see that 
Stockwell is a/so on the Victoria Line 
and that like many tube stations for 
weeks after the initial 7/7 bombings, 
Brixton station was prone to emergency 
evacuations and Stockwell was the next 
stop by both bus and tube. If I can find 
a bigger idiot this year, I'll print his or 
her here. ~=a 


International 


-ELG) UI Naziterrorists face prosecution 


From Wim Haelsterman for AFF-Verzet/RésistanceS in Brussels 


THE BELGIAN justice authorities look set 
to prosecute 21 people after concluding an 
investigation into the activities of the Blood, 
Soil, Honour and Fidelity (BBET) nazi gang. 
Their arrests two years ago followed the 
discovery during police raids on private 
homes of a substantial haul of weapons, 
fascist and Holocaust denial literature and 
plans for terrorist attacks. 

The accused include Thomas Boutens, 26, 
leader of BBET, and four of his colleagues 
who, like Boutens, were serving in the Belgian 
army. The other main suspects are Marc 
Horemans and Joeri Van de Plas, both 29. 
Van de Plas is believed to be Boutens’s right- 
hand man. Those arrested have been charged 
variously with racism, Holocaust denial, 
terrorism, membership of a criminal gang, 
and possessing and trading in illegal weapons. 

Boutens is also alleged to have organised 
paramilitary training and survival activities 
for both civilians and military personnel who 
wanted to be part of his short-lived nazi 
group, which split from the main Blood and 


Thomas Boutens, nazi and professional soldier 


Honour organisation. Its aim was to destabilise 
Belgium by organising a raid on the country’s 
national bank and carrying out “political murders”. 

BBET had a hit list that included Abou Jahjah, 
a well known Belgian Muslim activist, and even 
Filip Dewinter, the leader of the right-wing 
extremist Vlaams Belang. By killing Dewinter the 
nazis hoped to spark reprisals against “foreigners”, 
who would be blamed for the murder. 

To obtain funds for its terrorism BBET started 
trading in weapons. Police uncovered hundreds of 
firearms, bullet-proof uniforms, night vision 
binoculars, a large quantity of ammunition and 
home-made bombs at 18 different locations. 

The defence claims that the intentions of the 21 
accused were harmless and they were just a bunch 
of “kids” playing around. Nothing so far has been 
said about the shadowy presence of a rich 
businessman who helped finance the nazi gang. 

BBET’s activities came to an end in September 
2006 after a police officer successfully infiltrated 
the gang. ~= 


Three National 
Fronts for 
Wallonia 


From Wim Haelsterman 
for AFF-Verzet/ 
RésistanceS in Brussels 


DANIEL HUYGENS (pictured) has 
become the new leader of the Belgian 
Front National (FN), the leading far- 
right organisation in French-speaking 
Belgium. He replaces senator Michel 
Delacroix, who was forced to resign in 
November after an antisemitic video, 
in which he sang a song mocking the 
Holocaust, was broadcast on Belgian 
television. 

Despite the party’s recognition of 
Delacroix’s “inadmissible and harmful 
behaviour”, he did not have to resign 
from the party or the senate. It later 
emerged that he was still a member of 
the party’s “political bureau”, which 
elected the new president. 

The election of Huygens, a rather 
anonymous character known only 
known to the far-right in-crowd, was a 
fraught affair. He was opposed by 


another Walloon MP, Charles 
Petitjean from Pont-a-Celles, who 
told the press that he had received 
threats from fellow party members as 
soon as his presidential ambitions 
became public. 

The weekend before the election, a 
violent raid was organised on 
Petitjean’s house in which windows 
were smashed, rotten eggs thrown 
inside and the outside daubed with 
paint. Petitjean declared this to be the 
work of his enemies in the FN. 

Petitjean and his supporters 
hurriedly withdrew from the election, 
opting instead to protest at the 
meeting of the FN’s political bureau on 
2 December. Only 11 members of the 
political bureau, a mere 0.55% of FN 
members, eventually elected Huygens. 

The new president immediately had 
to deal with the latest outbreak of 
dissidence in the FN. A couple 
of hours after a very stormy meeting of 
the political bureau, Petitjean and his 
supporters announced the creation of 
yet another (new) “national front”, a 
“real” FN that would not tolerate 
“nostalgia for totalitarian regimes, the 
national-socialist regime in particular”. 

Three political groups in Belgium 
now claim the name “Front National”, 


the abbreviation FN and the party’s 
black, yellow and red flame logo. 
The first consists of the “original” FN, 
that is the handful of activists who still 
support Daniel Féret, who founded 
the FN in 1985. Féret was kicked out 
of the party in 2007 following a coup 
organised by Delacroix. The second 
group is the “renewed FN” now led by 
Huygens and the third and most 
recent group is led by the dissident 
MPs Petitjean and Charles Pire. 

This latest twist in the FN’s tortured 
history story illustrates perfectly what 
the far right in the French-speaking 
part of Belgium has been about for as 
long as most can remember: 
factionalism, back-biting and chaos. 


United in 
Serbia 
examines 
rise of 
far-right 
extremism 


By Sarabjit Singh 


UNITED FOR © Intercultural Action, 
based in the Netherlands, has the 
largest pan-European anti-racism 
network consisting of more than 560 
organisations from 46 countries. 
Late last year United hosted one of its 
international conferences in Serbia, an 
hour away from Belgrade. 

The conference title was “Europe 
under construction: imagine our future 
without hate” Seventy delegates came 
from all over Europe to share 
experiences on combating hate crimes. 

Organisations represented included 
Youth Network Against Racism 
and Intolerance, based in Russia, 
People Against Racism, from Slovakia. 
The Queeria Centre for promoting 
non-violence and equality, based in 
Serbia, and Show Racism the Red Card 
from the UK. 

The delegates were warmly greeted 
by Women in Black, an organisation 
founded on 9 October 1991 to oppose 
the Slobodan Milosevic regime. 
On that date Serbian women began a 
non-violent public protest against war, 
nationalism, militarism, violence and 
all forms of discrimination. 

We heard from various speakers 
about the rise of far-right groups 
throughout Europe. Serbian keynote 
speakers talked about the problems 
facing their country of the rise of 
nationalism and right-wing extremism. 

The conference had various themes, 
looking at, for instance, the old and 
new faces of racism in Europe, 


Sarabjit Singh from Searchlight protests against fascism with fellow United delegates 


antisemitism, Islamophobia, Roma 
discrimination and homophobia, as 
well as discrimination against refugees 
and migrants. Searchlight was pleased 
to be invited to participate in this 
important conference and work with 
the other delegates. 

Our Serbian hosts tried to organise a 
street action in Belgrade, but the 
police could not guarantee our safety 
as nationalists were having a 
demonstration at the same time, so 
the event was cancelled. 

What came to light speaking to our 
Serbian colleagues was the extent of 
activity of Blood and Honour, the 
violent nazi skinhead white power 
movement, which has carried out racist 
attacks on the Roma community and 
on gays and other minorities. The only 
mosque in Belgrade to survive the war 
is guarded by the police. 

Blood and Honour’s Serbian music 
includes songs that glorify the 
Srebrenica massacre of 8,000 men and 
boys in 1995. The Srebrenica massacre 
in Bosnia is the largest mass murder in 
Europe since the Second World War. 

Blood and Honour is also active in 
Novi Sad, 30 miles north of Belgrade. 
Here the nazis also celebrate in their 
concerts the massacre in 1942, in 
which the Nazi occupiers murdered 
800 Jews and 400 Serbs. 

The most visible and marginalised 
members of Serbian society are the 
Roma community as is the case 
throughout Europe. Roma people face 


daily fascist violence from skinhead 
gangs who carry knives, baseball bats 
and chains to assault and murder 
them. Even children are not spared 
such attacks. 

| witnessed at first hand the 
settlements where Roma _ live in 
extreme poverty and nazi skinheads 
kill at will as the authorities do little to 
protect this vulnerable community. 

Gay people and anti-fascists have 
also been the victims of nazi attacks. 
Jews in Serbia have had their home and 
office addresses published on the Nazi 
Stormfront website. Fascist graffiti were 
evident in public places in Belgrade 
and elsewhere. 

It is not only outright nazis 
who spread hate. Nationalism also 
remains a problem in Serbian society. 
Since Kosovo declared independence 
from Serbia nationalist feelings have 
run high. 

The United conference coincided 
with the international day against 
fascism and antisemitism on 9 
November, marking 70 years since the 
Nazis’ Kristallnacht pogrom. Conference 
delegates from the United conference 
alongside our Serbian colleagues and 
friends held a vigil in Belgrade’s central 
square, with the Serbian media present 
to cover the event. 

“It was a fitting way to end the 
conference and enabled United to 
play a major role in exposing the 
dangers of fascism and racism to 
the Serbian public and media. ~«a 


Nazis fail to answer call to show ‘Nordic courage’ 


Mikael Ekman reports for Expo from Salem 
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Anti-fascists protest peacefully aga 
by the newly formed People’s Fron 


THE ANNUAL NAZI demonstration 
in Salem, near Stockholm, on 
6 December attracted 700 people, the 
smallest number ever. The march, a 
recent fascist tradition, commemorates 
Daniel Wretstr6m, a 17-year-old 
skinhead who was killed by a mixed gang 
of Swedish and immigrant youths in 
December 2000. Hailed immediately as 
the “Swedish Horst Wessel”, Wretstrom 
became, for a time, a rallying and unifying 
point for the Swedish nazi movement. 

The demonstrators moved off late 
in the afternoon, carrying flaming 
torches with heavy police protection. 
Apart from the journalists following the 
procession, Salem’s streets were more or 
less empty except for some non-violent 
anti-fascist campaigners who held up 
placards with the names of people 
murdered by nazis in Sweden in recent 
years. Their presence visibly disturbed 
the nazis, some of whom left the march 
to try to intimidate the protesters by 
photographing them. 

When the march _ reached its 
destination close to where Wretstrom 
was murdered, it became clear what it was 


all really about: virulent hatred of 
Sweden's multiracial society and 
conspiracy theories about the influence of 
Jewish agents and the mythical ZOG 
(Zionist Occupation Government). 

“We, who are here, hate this system,” 
roared Dan Eriksson, the first speaker, 
from the Jnfo-14 network, before 
praising fellow nazis who had wrangled 
with the police and anti-fascists in 
Lund on 30 November. Other speakers 
included Stefan Jacobsson from Free 
the Order (a reference to the US nazi 
terrorist organisation), the Scottish 
Blood and Honour nazi Steven 
Cartwright, who introduced himself as 
a “racial nationalist”, and Patrik Muller 
from Germany's Free Nationalists. 
Cartwright was one of those who loudly 
claimed that Jewish agents had created 
the multicultural society. 

The event was scarcely a success. 
The number of participants fell for the 


fifth year running, despite the fact - 


the organisers had tried to blow new 
life into the event by marketing it 
as a demonstration of “Nordic courage 
to stand up for one’s beliefs”. 
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The plummeting attendance, 300 down 
from 2007, is largely the result of bitter 
factional warfare between Sweden's four 
rival nazi groups. 

Just days earlier in the southern town 
of Lund, attempts by a ragbag of 
50 nazis to commemorate the death 
of King Karl XII in 1718 resulted in 
145 arrests, mostly of opponents, after 
more than 600 anti-fascists had blocked 
the nazis’ route. Quickly penned in by 
their opponents, the nazis, members of 
the Skane Free Nationalists and the 
30 November Association, went berserk, 
attacking police, journalists and 
bystanders alike. 

Compared with Lund, the two 
separate nazi Karl XII commemorations 
in Stockholm were quiet. Both boasted 
foreign guests. A representative of the 
Czech National Party, whose leader 
Petra Edelmannova spoke at last year’s 
British National Party summer festival, 
attended the event organised by the 
National Democrats (ND), themselves 
friends of the BNP. Another event put 
on by the newly formed People’s Front 
attracted Russian fascists. | 


Sweden's biggest 
nazi party gives 
itself a respray 


SWEDEN’S BIGGEST nazi party, 
the National Socialist Front (NSF), 
has closed down and reinvented itself 
as the People’s Front. The NSF 
announced at an internal meeting on 
22 November that the party would 
cease to exist with immediate effect 
and that a new party called the 
People’s Front had been launched. 
The NSF leadership had, however, 
already flagged up the move by 
notifying members in an internal 
circular “that an important 
announcement ... for the future” 
would be made. 

The ludicrously misnamed People’s 
Front will be led by Daniel Héglund 
(pictured) and his deputy Anders 
Arleskog. Both were key figures in 
the NSF, which was founded in 1994 
but had since 1999 lacked a clearly 
defined leader. 

Héglund, who joined the NSF at the 
end of the 1990s, stood for the party in 
municipal elections in Karlskrona in 
2002 and in Trollhattan in 2006. 
Arleskog, who was a founder member 
of the NSF, has convictions for 
criminal damage, agitation against an 
ethnic group and public order offences. 
He stood in municipal elections in 
Karlskrona in 2002 and 2006. 

The new party’s programme plays 
down the previous emphasis on Hitler, 
national socialism and race, but this is 
just a cosmetic change. Like its 
predecessor, the People’s Front 
opposes democracy, is deeply racist 
and claims that Swedes should own 
and control the country because “the 
same genes and the same blood 
cultivated the same land a thousand 
years ago”. 

The People’s Front made its first 
public appearance at the Karl XII 
demonstration in Stockholm on 30 
November, accompanied by a couple 
of loony Russian fascists. 


RUSSIA: Bonehead nazi killers jailed 


A GANG OF racist skinheads who 
brutally murdered at least 18 people 
and attempted to kill another 12 were 
jailed for terms of between six and 
20 years in mid-December after a 
trial lasting five months. 

The gang of seven, most of whom 
were aged under 18 when they 
committed their crimes, actively hunted 
and attacked non-Slavic migrants in 
Moscow between August 2006 and 
October 2007. Its ringleaders, art 
student Artur Ryno (pictured left) and 
Pavel Skachevsky (pictured right), both 
members of the nazi Slavic Union, were 
imprisoned for ten years each. 

The heaviest term of 20 years was 
handed to Roman Kuzin. Four others 
got six to 12 years. The prosecution 
had argued that the seven were an 
organised group with murderous aims 
who systematically targeted migrants 
from Asian and Caucasian regions of 
the former Soviet Union. 

Police were unaware of the group's 


existence until April 2007, when Ryno 
and Skachevsky brutally stabbed a 46- 
year-old Armenian businessman, Karen 
Abramian, as he entered his apartment 
block. As their victim lay dying, a 
neighbour pursued his attackers and 
flagged down a police car. Ryno and 
Skachevsky, armed with 25cm knives 
and their clothes drenched in blood, 
were caught as they as they tried to 
escape in a tram. In custody they 
boasted of killing numerous victims and 
in court showed little remorse. 

Racist violence in Russia is 
escalating. According to the Sova 
Centre monitoring organisation in 
Moscow, the number of racist 
murders in 2008 has reached 80. 
A week before the gang trial verdict, 
an ultranationalist group dumped the 
severed head of a Tajik man in a bin in 
western Moscow. The organisation, 
the Militant Organisation of Russian 
Nationalists, blamed the authorities 
for failing to control immigration. 


GERMANY: Nazi tries to kill police chief 


THE “CHIEF .OF POLICE, -in 
Passau, Bavaria, has survived an 
attempt by an unidentified nazi to 
murder him. Alois Mannichl was 
found slumped in the porch of his 
home after being stabbed in a 
cowardly assault on 13 December. 
According to the local paper dm 
Sonntag, Mannichl, 52, answered his 
front door to a skinhead who 
announced “Greetings from the 
national resistance,” and told him, 
“You leftist pig cop, you won't trample 
on the graves of our comrades any 
more,” before knifing him in the 
stomach with a 12cm blade. The nazi 
had an accomplice nearby with a 
getaway car in which they sped away. 
Although Mannichl was seriously 


injured, he was able to speak to ° 


colleagues who arrived on the scene 
and gave them a description of his 
assailant whom he said he had not 
seen before. He was described as 


beefy, about 1.90m tall with a tattoo 
or birthmark and an Austrian- 
inflected Bavarian accent. 

Mannichl is now out of danger and 
police are looking for the attacker 
within the Bavarian 

fascist scene. The Bavarian state 
Interior Minister Joachim Herrmann 
said that if the attack has really been 
carried out by a far-right extremist, it 
indicates that nazi violence has 
entered a completely new dimension. 

The nazis hate Mannichl because 
of his uncompromising attitude 
towards them, especially after the 
funeral of the veteran nazi 
Friedhelm Busse in July, when he 
ordered that the grave be opened to 
remove a swastika flag covering the 
coffin. On 16 November, members 
of the nazi National Democratic 
Party in Passau accused Mannichl 
of harassing them at a remembrance 


ceremony. 


International 


cileeiise 
of hate 


From Tazin Paris for 
Reflex and Antifa-Net 


WHILE THE Front National (FN) 
has got down to pursuing its internal 
conflicts ever more energetically, the 
even more extreme-right so-called 
Identitaires have been sinking roots in 
the south of France and the depressed 
Nord-Pas-de-Calais region. 

Having tried their hand 
unsuccessfully at local elections and 
failed at social campaigning with stunts 
such as racist soup kitchens, the 
Identitaires are now attempting to 
enhance their profile by making 
themselves more publicly accessible 
and visible. 

They have undertaken projects in 
several cities, most notably Lyon and 
Paris, but the most successful so far is 
undoubtedly the Vlaams Huis (Flemish 
House) in Lille, where the Identitaires 
have moved into a large mansion, 
loaned by a rich benefactor. Identitaire 
activists can go there every day to listen 
to music, have a drink, browse through 
books in the library and even practise 
Thai boxing. 

The building also functions as a 
training centre for Flemish nationalists 
and the Belgian fascist outfit Nation, 
whose activists often lend a hand to the 
Identitaires in Lille. Other denizens of 
the Flemish House include the 
hardcore right-wing hooligan element 
that follows the French top football 
club OSC Lille. The building has 
become a veritable nerve centre of the 
local far right. 

As usual with the Identitaires, the 
Lille branch tries to present a multi- 
faceted public image so as not to be 
rumbled too quickly as a mob of 
dedicated fascists. Thus, it takes up the 


guises of Celtic Earth, Jeanne of 
Flanders (a Lille version of the 


Identitaires’ “charitable” front 
organisation French Solidarity), 
Novopress Flanders and “Free 


Lomme’, an electoral list assembled for 
elections in the Lille suburb of Lomme. 

Celtic Earth is led by the loony druid 
Claude Hermant, who now takes 
charge of security at national 
demonstrations by the Identitaires. 
A former heavyweight champion in the 
martial art of American boxing and a 
former paratrooper, Hermant started 
work for the FN’s own strong-arm 
squad, the DPS, in 1994, taking 
responsibility for protecting meetings, 
demonstrations and party leaders and 
eventually heading the DPS in Nord- 
Pas-De-Calais. 

In 1997 Bernard Courcelle, the 
national leader of the DPS, brought him 
into a special structure of the DPS 
composed, according to Hermant, 
of up to 60 people, all former services 
personnel and specialists in urban 
guerrilla warfare, to carry out secret 
special operations in France and abroad. 

Known as “the Phantoms”, the 
group required all members to attend a 
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90-day training course during which 
former French intelligence operatives 
would instruct them how to infiltrate 
anti-racist organisations. They were 
also trained in manipulating crowds 
and destabilising districts and even 
towns resistant to the FN’s fascist 
ideas. Their tactics included contacting 
and infiltrating gangs and inciting 
them to commit acts of violence. 
They allegedly took their orders 
directly from Bernard Courcelle and 
received their weapons and wages, paid 
in cash, directly from him. 

Hermant was part of the DPS during 
the period when DPS members, 
often on the fringes of the FN’s 
demonstrations or meetings and 
equipped with weapons belonging to 
the CRS riot police, would batter 
opponents on the streets. 

Hermant was also a mercenary 
in Africa where he claims to have 
taken part in several missions of 
destabilisation with other DPS 
members. His history alone warrants a 
French parliamentary enquiry into the 
violent activities of the FN’s security 
organisation and the current structures 
that the Identitaires are building. —~dl 


Though we have lost them, their memory will 


always be with us. 


Their anti-fascism crossed frontiers as they 
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New police raid onthe NPD 


By Jens Brandt for Der Rechte Rand and Antifa-Net 


GERMAN POLICE carried out another 
raid on the Berlin headquarters of the 
National Democratic Party as Udo 
Voigt, who was re-elected party leader 
in October, struggles to ward off 
mounting internal opposition. 

The party executive expressed its 
backing for Voigt after his position 
was questioned during the financial 
scandal surrounding the embez- 
zlement of almost €627,000 from 
the party by its former treasurer 
Erwin Kemna. Nevertheless, the 
crisis continues, as does the police 
investigation into Kemna’s activities. 
The latest raid, on 24 November, was 
prompted by prosecution suspicions 
that Kemna (and Voigt) failed to 
file statements of the NPD’s accounts 
as required by Germany’s rigorous 
Party Law. 

Two years ago, the NPD was ordered 
to repay €870,000 in overpaid state 
funding for political parties after Frank 
Golkowski, the former leader of the 
NPD in Thiringen, admitted writing 
fake receipts for party expenses 
between 1992 and 1998. Because 
of this, the NPD received more 
money from the state than was 
legally due. 

Two days after the 
Berlin raid, police arrived 
at the NPD's publishing 
company, Deutsche Bra 


Stimme Verlag, in i 


Riesa, Saxony, to 
seize _ financial 
papers and to try 
to unravel the 
company’s 
ownership. 

All this puts the 
party — and Voigt in 
particular - under 
renewed pressure. 
Voigt is talking about 
holding a “clear the air” 
party conference in 
spring, a move away from 
his recent plan for a 
conference in autumn 2009. 
Only time will show whether 
his opponents in the party, 
who include Andreas Molau, 
Jurgen Rieger and Udo Pastors, 
are strong enough to bring 
him down. 
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Meanwhile, a court in Mainz has 
upheld the conviction of Mario 
Matthes, deputy chairman of the NPD 
in Hessen. Matthes, who had attacked 

a student on the University of 
Mainz campus, was sentenced 
11. months in custody 
suspended for three years. 
He will have to do 100 hours’ 
community service and pay 
€300 compensation to the 
student for spitting on him 
before the attack. 

Another Hessen NPD 
activist, Sascha Sdder, is also 
subject of police 
attention after stating at 
a nazi demonstration 
in October that Daniel 
Cohn-Bendit, a Green 
Party member of the 
European Parliament, 
“should be pilloried”. 
A few weeks later an 
anti-fascist group 
released a video that 
included some short clips 

filmed by the nazis themselves. 
In one sequence, Sdder asked if 
“it was not possible to shoot all 

Jews in a humane way?” and in 
another, he said “Israel should be 
obliterated” 

It is to be hoped that the 
electorate in Hessen will show 
exactly what it thinks of the NPD‘s 
activists in the regional parliament 
elections on 18 January. ~a 
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International 


Anti-lslam 
conference in Jerusalem 


By Jean-Yves Camus 


THE EXTREME nationalist fringe 
of the Israeli right is becoming 
increasingly vocal in the run-up 
to the parliamentary election on 
10 February. A new party named 
Hatikvah (Hope) has been 
launched to challenge what it 
considers to be the too soft 
approach of Kadima, _Israel’s 
largest party, and even of 
Binyamin Netanyahu's Likud. 

In a move to grab media 
attention, Hatikvah’s founder 
and leader, the MP Arieh Eldad, 
who sits as a member of Ihud 
haLeumi (National — Union), 
invited Israeli and European 
speakers to Jerusalem for a 
conference devoted to the 
“Islamisation of Europe’. 

The meeting, which was 
announced in September, took 
place at the Begin Heritage 
Centre on 14 December under 
the title “Facing Jihad” Eldad had 
wanted to stage it in the Israeli 
parliament, the Knesset, but ina 
wise move the Knesset refused 
permission. 

Eldad, a right-wing, secular 
politician and former head of the 
Israeli army medical corps, 
vehemently opposes a 
Palestinian state and wants Arab 
people to resettle in Jordan. He 
is obsessed not only by radical 
Islam, but .also by what he 
believes is the rampant 
Islamisation of Europe. 

For this reason, he invited the 
Dutch far-right politician, Geert 
Wilders, to his conference, where 
he showed his rabidly anti-lslam 
film Fitna. As usual, the leader of 
the Partij voor de _ Vrijheid 
(Freedom Party) delivered an 
Islam-bashing speech urging: 
“We have to win the war against 
Islam”. He also stated that “not all 
cultures are equal” and “our 
Christian-Judeo culture is far 
better than the Islamic culture”. 

The conference, however, was 
a failure, although the audience 
was around 600. The first 
problem was that even the US 
commentator Daniel Pipes 
opposed Wilders’s ramblings. 


Pipes, a long-time critic of 
Islamism, disagreed with the 
Dutch politician on whether 
there is such a thing as moderate 
Islam. While Wilders denied it, 
Pipes said that “although 
moderate Muslims are still few, 
they are more numerous than 
two years ago”. While Wilders 
does not think the Koran can be 
changed, Pipes stated that “the 
Koran is like a supermarket 
where one can find what one 
wants, and just leave the rest”. 

Another setback was that 
many people whom Eldad 
invited did not attend. 
There were only six speakers, all 
except Pipes relatively unknown. 
David Bukay, for example, is a 
professor of Middle East studies 
at the University of Haifa who 
teaches an extreme form of the 
“clash of civilisations” theory and 
has published material about 
what he calls “the new Islamic 
anarchistic groups’. 

Another speaker was John D 
Lewis, a former visiting associate 
professor of political science at 
Duke University. In 2007, 
Dr Lewis was denied tenure at 
Ashland University, because he is 
a follower of Aynd Rand's 
Objectivist philosophy which, 
according to Ashland’s president, 
“stands in unreserved opposition 
to Judeo-Christian values”. 

Other speakers were Itamar 
Marcus of Palestinian Media 
Watch, an independent Israeli 
lobby, and the US would-be 
academic Robert Spencer, who is 
the director of Jihad Watch, 
a programme of the David 
Horowitz Freedom Centre. 
In short the “conference” was 
mostly an event for American 
arch-Conservatives and_ their 
Israeli friends. Although Eldad 
had announced the presence of 
representatives from the Italian 
Lega Nord and Scandinavian 
anti-immigration parties, they 
did not show up, which says 
much about their unwillingness 
to support Israel, even from an 
anti-Islam point of view. ~~ 


Nazis exploit 
internet freedom 
to promote hate 


By Alfio Bernabei 


CONCERN IS MOUNTING over the use of 
Facebook and YouTube as platforms of hate and for 
the spreading of nazi-fascist ideas by groups based 
in Italy. Twelve blogs with racist content were 
reported last November to Facebook for breach of 
the terms of use while on YouTube a number 
of Italian videos have been denounced as 
examples of fascist apologia. 

Equally worrying are the findings of researchers 
who are seeking to establish the number of such 
groups and how they operate. Evidence has 
emerged of innocuous looking homepages designed 
to attract mainly young visitors interested, for 
instance, in the anti-global movement or in esoteric 
subjects, that actually contain, literally a click away, 
racist and antisemitic material. 

Among those who protested at the racist content 
of Italian bloggers on Facebook is Martin Schulz, 
MEP, leader of the European Socialist Party in the 
European Parliament. Some years ago he was 
himself the target of an antisemitic “joke”, when the 
Italian Prime Minister Silvio Berlusconi advised 
him to get a job on a film set as a “kapo’. 
Shulz drew attention to seven Italian bloggers who 
were offering their members discussions under 
labels that contained attacks on Roma people, such 
as “Make good use of Gypsies: turn them into green 
fuel” (279 members), “Let’s give jobs to the 
Gypsies: testers of gas chambers” (649 members) 
and “Let’s burn them all” (15 members). 

Facebook responded promptly. “After reviewing 
the reported abuse, we have removed all offending 
content based on our Terms of Use. If you need to 
report offensive material to Facebook in the future, 
please write to us at privacy@facebook.com with a 
link to the offensive material and a description of 
the problem. We will then review this material and 
take the appropriate action. Please be assured, these 
reports will be kept confidential.” 

But only two days later an Italian newspaper 
found that some of the racist groups had tricked 
their way back onto the network. “They change 
their names, but not their ideas (if we can call them 
such). No sooner had Facebook removed them they 
returned hiding themselves behind less eye- 
catching slogans such as, “Those who want to kick 
the Gypsies out of Italy’. They continue to hail 
Hitler, ethnic cleansing, the defence of the race and 
of the territory. The most numerous group taking 
part in the forum discussion against Roma people 
has 2,000 subscribers. Among the messages one 
says, “Chey will probably try to remove us once 


again. Complaints from 
communists are censoring 
the thoughts of thousands 
of Italians’.” 

Among the videos with 
antisemitic content on 
YouTube those produced 
by a band called 99 Fosse 
have caused particular 
concern. They were 
posted by an _ Italian 
member who calls himself 


Plata Come La Sts “Karl Gebhardt”, the 


name of the personal 


79 FOSSE physician of Heinrich 


Himmler and one of the 
main coordinators and 
perpetrators of surgical 
experiments on inmates of the concentration camps 
at Ravensbruck and Auschwitz. One of 99 Fosse’s 
albums is titled “Zyklon B”, the poison used in the 
gas chambers. The band’s main interest is changing 
the lyrics of Italian popular songs to deride the 
Holocaust. 

The videos were removed after protests, 
including from Riccardo Pacifici, President of the 
Jewish Community in Rome, who said: “The 99 
Fosse videos on YouTube had an average of ‘only’ 
26 visitors a day, but the real problem we are facing 
is the websites, which receive hundreds of visitors 
a day. We hope there will soon be a law to 
combat antisemitism on the web. Some of these 
sites are financed by what can only be described as 
criminal organisations.” 

Meanwhile researchers at Italy’s Indymedia have 
listed dozens of websites ostensibly dealing with a 
variety of subjects, including financial investments, 
pagan cults, opposition to the euro, book publishing 
and civil rights, that provide links to the far right. 
“At first sight some of these groups appear to 
sympathise, for instance, with the anti-global 
movement”, writes one of the researchers, “but this 
is done in order to tap the younger generation. 
In reality they aim to carry their [fascist] 
propaganda without being recognised as fascists.” 

Research by the Federation of Italian Partisans 
(FIAP) estimates that about 150 Italian websites 
carry messages of historical revisionism “in an 
attempt to achieve visibility mainly in the eyes of 
young people to whom they provide their own 
version of history; some of these websites insist that 
the concentration camps are a pure invention’. 
According to FIAP such websites are “a danger to 
Europe and the whole of humanity”. Riccardo 
Rudelli, author of the research, said, “This is only 
the tip of the iceberg. A wider search might reveal 
over one thousands such websites in Italy.” 

In a similar vein, a study by Antonio Roversi, 
published under the title Hatred online, shows how 
some of these websites have as their motivation the 
negation of the Holocaust. He cites the 
ultraconservative Catholic website Holy War, which 
lists all the Jewish families in Italy and offers an 
apologia of nazism, and another, Dux Award 
(Mussolini's Prize), that is in reality “a directory of all 


neofascists and neo-nazi Italian websites”. ~ 


DRESDEN 


14 February 2009 
Stop the biggest nazi 
march in Europe! 


An international appeal from GehDenken 
in Dresden and UNITED 


THOUSANDS OF FASCISTS from all over 
Europe are planning to invade the 
streets of Dresden for a march to 
commemorate the Allied bombing of 
the city in 1945. 

Last year more than 6,000 extremists 
mobilised for what is now the biggest 
annual nazi march in Europe. Every year 
since 2004, the self-styled “March of 
Mourning and Commemoration” has 
attracted thousands of fascists. 

The regional platform GehDenken and 
the biggest pan-European anti- 
discrimination network, UNITED for 
Intercultural Action, are calling for counter-action to stop this 
annual disgrace. 

In 2006, the nazi march was blocked successfully but was 
redirected under the protection of the German police. Despite 
similar police protection in 2007 and 2008, the nazi march was 
again seriously disrupted. In 2009, anti-fascists want to emulate 
the massive victory in Cologne in September 2008, when the racist 
“Congress against Islamisation” was stopped by peaceful civil 
disobedience on a gigantic scale. 

This year’s nazi parade is being organised by the Junge 
Landsmannschaft Ostdeutschland (Young Territorial Association of 
East Germany) with help of the National Democratic Party (NPD) 
and a ragbag of other extremist groups. 

Nazis internationally are united in their denial of German guilt 
for the Second World War, the glorification of nationalism, 
revanchism and the denial and belittling of the Holocaust. 

The Dresden march, disguised as remembrance for the victims of 
the 1945 air raids, will be a highlight for the international far-right. 
Many international delegations participated last year, including 
members of the European National Front. 

Nazis will use the occasion to link up and strengthen their 
movement, but this year is particularly important as it will be used 
to kick-start the NPD’s campaign for “super election year 2009’, 
when there will be elections to the European Parliament, the 
German Parliament, regional parliaments and municipal councils 
in three cities in Saxony. The NPD is expected to win regional and 
municipal seats. 
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International 


Top fascist attacked 
after street meeting 


From Ulyana Bobrova in Moscow 


ALEXANDER BELOV, the head of 
the fascist Movement Against Illegal 
Immigration (DPNI), was taken to 
hospital with concussion after being 
attacked by masked assailants on 
6 December. 

Belov faces charges of inciting hatred 
and extremism for publicly denouncing 
illegal immigrants and Jews at the 
annual Russian March on 4 November 
2007. His court appearance scheduled 
for 16 December was postponed because 
of the attack, which took place in the 
Moscow suburb of Ljubercy where he 
had just addressed a street meeting. 

In interviews with the Russian media, 
Belov blamed a group of anti-fascist 
activists or the Russian security services 
for the assault and has offered a £6,800 
reward for information leading to his 
attackers’ arrest. 

On the same day that Belov was 
beaten up, Ivan Lebedev, one of Belov’s 
deputies and a co-founder of his group, 
was killed in a car accident. Lebedev 
died at the scene of the accident, in 
which two others were injured. 

In the run-up to the so-called “Day of 
People’s Unity” on 4 November, not only 
the usual extreme-rightists but also 
political forces close to the Russian 
government were prominent in the news. 

Under the slogan “Our money for our 
people”, members of the Young Guard, 
the youth organisation of the 
Kremlin's United Russia party, 
held anti-foreigner demonstrations on 
1 November (and again on 8 
December) in several big cities. 

Taking pages out of the DPNI’s 
tawdry book, they demanded a halt to 
the migration of foreign workers to 
Russia and the deportation of migrants 
without proven residence _ status. 
They also offered to act as street 
vigilantes to seek out illegal foreigners. 

A few days later, the Young Guardists 
and their fellow pro-Kremlin activists in 
Mestnye (Locals) signed an agreement 
to coordinate their activities in the fight 
against “illegal migrants”. Letting the 
cat out of the bag, however, Mestnye 
leader Sergei Fateyev also announced 
his readiness to work with the fascists of 
the DPNI. 

In recent weeks, the DPNI has run a 


callous propaganda campaign against 
people from the Caucasus and Central 
Asia following the brutal murder of 
15-year-old Anna Beshnowa in western 
Moscow. Rumours spread on the 
internet by the DPNI blamed men 
from the Russian republic of Dagestan, 
a totally unproven accusation that found 
its way into the press and generated 
public rage. After police investigations, 
a man from Uzbekistan was arrested 
and held in custody. 

The poisonous combination of the 
arrest, the DPNI’s vicious rumours and 
an increased presence of young nazis in 
the district where the man was arrested 
caused panic among Uzbek residents 
and on the evening of 4 November four 
nazis killed an Uzbek man. 

The murder came a few hours after 
several hundred extreme-rightists had 
gathered in the centre of Moscow for 


the Russian march. Alongside the 
official organising group, Sergei 
Baburin’s People’s Union (Narodnyj 
Sojuz), those taking part included 
Nikolai Kuryanovich’s Federation of 
the Russian People, the Officers’ 
Federation and the Federation of 
Orthodox Citizens. For the first time 
right-wing extremists were present 
who formed a kind of helmeted Black 
Block. Participants repeatedly raised 
their arms in the Hitler salute and 
constantly chanted racist and anti- 
Jewish slogans. 

The DPNI, together with the Slavic 
Union, the Russian National Bolshevik 
Front and other far-right fragments, 
originally called on the marchers to 
“storm the Kremlin’. In the event, the 
fascists ended the day with an 
impromptu 500-strong rally on the 
Arbat, a popular pedestrian zone in the 
city centre. 

Because the event had no official 
permission, the police set about the 
fascists, arresting some of them and 
violently dispersing the rest. Despite this, 
about a hundred of the fascists were able 
to run the length of the Arbat — straight 
into the arms of more police. “Russian 
Marches” took place in 12 other 
Russian cities on the same day. ~= 
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VOICES COULD BE THAT DIFFERENCE. IT’S THE ANSWER SPOKEN BY YOUNG AND 
OLD, RICH AND POOR, DEMOCRAT AND REPUBLICAN, BLACK, WHITE, HISPANIC, 


JUST A COLLECTION OF INDIVIDUALS OR A COLLECTION OF RED STATES AND BLUE 
STATES, WE ARE AND ALWAYS WILL BE THE UNITED STATES OF AMERICA. IT’S THE 


PUT THEIR HANDS ON THE ARC OF HISTORY, AND BEND IT ONCE MORE TOWARD 
THE HOPE OF A BETTER DAY. IT’S BEEN A LONG TIME COMING, BUT TONIGHT, 


As the historic inauguration of Barack 
Obama approaches, celebrate change in 
the USA. Our unique shirt uses words 
from Obama’s victory speech to represent 
the very different America we must all 
hope his Presidency will symbolise for 
anti-racists everywhere. 
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Feature: the BNP in 2008 


BNP activity 2008 


This map charts the activity level of BNP branches 


a VERY ACTIVE: Stands more than 5 candidates a year with regular meetings, paper 
sales, canvassing, leafleting sessions during but also outside election period, etc. 


o ACTIVE: Stands fewer than 5 candidates a year but still has semi-regular 
meetings, canvassing, paper sales and leafleting sessions during elections etc. 


LIMITED ACTIVITY: Does not stand candidates and appears 
active only sporadically. 


